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AUSTRALIA 


TELECOMMUNICATIONS PROBER SAYS i LECOM MUST BE PUBLIC 


Canberra THE AUSTRALIAN in English 29 Mar 83 p 7 


[Article by Jane Cadzow] 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


THE Australian telccommu- 
nications network was likely to 
become backward by world 
standards uniess Telecom was 
made a public company, the 
chairman of the Committee of 
Inquiry into Telecommunica- 
tions in Australia. Mr Jim 
Davidson, said 

He said adoption of his com- 
mittee s reconmimendation that 
Tciecom be made a _ public 
company wholly owned by the 
Govrrnment would allow de- 
velopment of the Australian 
network to continue to keep 
pace with overseas networks. 

However, if Telecom 
remained a statutory author- 
ity, government financial con- 
straints would result in a slow- 
ing down of the network's de- 
velopment As a conscquence, 
it would be unable to provide 
as Many specialised services as 
were avaiable overseas 

Mr Davidson told a meeting 
of the Institute of Public 
Aifairs NSW branch that 
Telecom's accountability to 
the public would increase if it 
became a public company be- 
cause the board of the com- 
pany would be responsible to 
its shareholders. the Govern- 
ment. for its performance. The 
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Government would have tlic 
to dismiss the board if 
its performance was un- 


Now, the chief executive of 
Telecom was appointed by and 
answerable io the relevant 
government minister. He was 
therefore forced to accept sug- 
gestions which might be aimed 
at political gain rather than 
the long-term improvement of 
the telecommunications nct- 
work. 

“The risk of governments 
using Telecom to achicve some 
short-term political objective 
should be minimised,” Mr 
Davidson said. “In our mode). 
the board of directors provide 
that restraining in!iluence.” 

However, the main advan- 
tage of making Telecom a 
public company was that as a 
business enterprise it would 
have greater freedom to or- 
ganise its finances, and could 
price its services at a rate 
which would ensure cfough 
profits to enable it to meet the 
future needs of its markct. 

Since all Telecom's profits 
were used to improve its servi- 
ces, high profits were in the 
interests of the peopic using 
the network 


Mr Davidson said the fact 
that Telecom currently 
showed an annual prolit was 
at least partly a result of its 
accounting methods, which 
were based on an annual 
cquipment depreciation rate 
of just under 5 per cent 

It could be argued that t' 


depreciation rate was closer to 
6 or 7 per cent. 

“There might be a viable ac- 
counting system that showed 
they didn't make a profit,’ Mr 
Davidson said. 

The committee of inquiry’s 
report, known as the Davidson 
Report, became the subject of 
heated debate when it was 
tabied in Federal Parliament 
late last year. During the fed- 
crai election campaign the for- 
mer communications minister. 
Mr Neil Brown, tried to defuse 
the controversy by announc- 
ing the Liberal government's 
rejection of the report's key 
recommendations on pricing 
policy. 

Mr Davidson said he was not 
bitter that the former govern- 
ment seemed to have used 
rejection of the recommenda- 
t1i0ns a5 a vote-winnine exer- 
cise 








CHANGES IN TV 


SICNALS 


AUSTRALIA 


TO ACCOMMODATE FM RADIO STIR DISPUTE 


Sydney THE SYDNEY MORNING HERALD in English 1 Apr 83 p 4 


[Article by Richard McGregor] 


[Text] 


CSO: 


CANBERRA. — A major 
dispute has occurred in the 
electronic ~=media about pro 
posed changes to the broadcast 
signal of television stations to 
make room for the develop- 
ment of FM radio. 


The changes could mean the end 
f chonnels Four, Five and poss 
» Ipree on Austrahan televmon 
set. and the bhely creation of 
channels 9A and 12 

Tic conflict between radio and 
levincon omtercsts m one of the 
mat omportant problems faced by 


c ow Mineter tor Commoe- 
hath Mr Duff, 
' wits from a plannme error 
eovernmenat hed. oom the early 
‘Mis atch allocated te televrcon 
at the space om the radu tre- 
aten spectrum niernatunally 
inhioted to EM (frequency madu- 
f Thih 
Ihe toe lrequens) = pectrum 
Ma cat speciiih frequencies for 
af tcleviwon and all forme of 
Tt Nie at hom. mc 'uding saiel- 
lites and Masigatin ante 
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The complex task of sdmini- 
stering the spectrum is curried oul 
by the . of Commu- 
nications, ich must licence al! 
forms of transmission. 

The space, known as Band two 
on the spectrum — of 8% to 108 
megahertz — is occupied by the 
television channels Four, Five, and 
a part of Three. 


The quick development of FM 
radio — a distant proposition 
when tclevision was established i 
Australia — ix now being severely 
impeded across the country be- 
cause of a lack of space on the 
spectrum for new stations. accord. 
ing to the radio industry 

However, the televieon industry 
is resisting moves to force tt off 
Band Two witha adequate warn- 
img OF compensation. and says 
there should be a demonstrated 
need or new FM stations before 
there is any chanerc 

The moves will affect about 20 
commercial and ABC Stations im 
Australia, but the fugures of 
NBN} in Newcastle and WIN4 in 
Wollongong are especially cuca! 


tur broadcasting planning in Syd- 
ney. 

Mr James Malone. of the Feder- 
avon of Austrahan Commercial 
Television Stations (FACTS), said 
that television should also retain 
the use of channe! 3. which is 
only partly in band two. 

He said a loss of channel Three 
would leave the industry short of 
broadcasting space, especially with 
the imminent granting of supple- 
mentary licences to commercial 
stavons 

The issue is further complicated 
hy the television industry's demand 
that it be moved to another section 
of the VHF (very High Frequency) 

- where # is now — rather than 
the LHF (Ultra High Frequency) 
specirum. 


The UHF signal is more diff 
cult and costly to prupagate The 
mdusry als clarms « wold re 
duce thew market because there is 
a lack of seis, which can recene 
the CHE signal 

The Department of Defence oc- 
<upes an ares «>ove channe! 11 
mm the spectrum, hence the mine 
vould meke room for a chennel 


' 
' 








AUSTRALIA 


BRIEFS 


AUSSAT STAFFING--Sydney.--Aussat Pty Ltd, the company established by the 
Federal Government to operate Australia's domestic communications satel- 
lites, expected to have more than 300 employees within three years, the 
Federal Arbitration Commissioner, Mr Bevan Johnson, was told yesterday. 
Aussat, wholly owned by the Commonwealth, has ordered three satellites. 
The first two will be launched into orbit over Australia by the United 
States space shuttle Columbia on July and October 1985. Commissioner 
Johnson is hearing applications by the Professional Radio and Electronics 
Institute and the Federated Clerks’ Union for award coverage of Aussat 
employees. The Australiin ‘elecommunications Employees’ Association, the 
Administrative and Clerical Officers’ Association and the Australian Public 
Service (fourth division officers) Association have been given leave to 
intervene. Commissioner Jonson adjourned the hearing until 19.30 a.m. 
on April 13 in Sydney. (|Text] [Brisbane THE COURIER-MAIL in English 

26 Mar 83 p 12] 
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PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHI 


BRIEFS 


HEBEI MICROWAVE COMMUNICATIONS--Shijiazhuang, 18 Apr (XINHUA)--A microwave 
relay communications system was successfully test-operated on 18 April 
between Shijiazhuang City and Xinle County, Hebei Province. This modern 
communications system can be used to transmit telephone calis, facsimiles, 
telegrams, various data and color television. All pieces of equipment in 
‘his system were designed and made in China. [Beijing XINHUA Domestic 
Service in Chinese 1620 GMT 18 Apr 83 OW] 


XINJIANG TELEVISION NETWORK--Urumqi, 2 May (XINHUA)--Workers and staff mem- 
bers of the 140 farms aid Livestock farms under the Xinjiang Production 

and Construction Corps are now able to watch television. In recent vears, 
a television network has been formed amon the farms with the establishment 
of 26 television recording and relay station. [Summary] [Beijing XINHUA 
Domestic Service in Chinese 0900 GMT 2 May 83 Ow} 


RADIO-TELEVISION UNIVERSITY--Wuhan, 16 May (XINHUA)--China will expand its 
radio-television university to two million students by 1990. This was 
announced here today by Wang Yishan, acting president of the Central Radio- 
Television University, at the current national conference on higher educa- 
tion. Wang Yishan said the total student body would be increased from the 
present 347,000 to 850,000 students and then to two million by 1990. He 
said that during the vast four years, the university had shown itself to be 
a promising institution, able to reach large segments of China's population. 
Since its founding in February 1979, the university has had three intakes 
of nearly 800,000 people, including 360,000 full-time students and nearly 
440,000 part-time scholars. [Excerpt] [0W161303 Beijing XINHUA in English 
1211 GMT 16 May 83! 
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ER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


4 
a 
o—4 


COUNTRY SECTION 


BRIEFS 


SATELLITE SYSTEM RESOLUTION APPROVED--A resolution that would permit the equitatle 
distribution of frequency bands in the new satellite system which will be imple- 
mented by the nations of America was approved yesterday during an ITU conference 
on radiobroadcasting via satellite. Hernando Balduino, the delegate from Brazil 
and chairman of the conference, which was organized by the Ministry of Transpor- 
tation and Communications and the Inter-American Telecommunications Conference 
(ITC), explained that this resolution will permit the use of the same megahertz 
band by all American countries. Approval of this resolution is the first in a 
series of steps wnich will provide standards for the new satellite system to be 
implemented by all American nations. The technical aspects of the new system 
will be analyzed later, according to Balduino, who will chair the meetings until 
next Friday, at which time the closing session will be chaired by Carlos Pestana 
Zevallos, minister of transportation and communications. Balduino said that 
another of the conference's objectives is to guarantee rights to the use of geos- 
tationary satellites; i.e., utilization of segments of the orbit and frequency 
band for radiobroadcasting via satellite. [Text] [Lima EL COMERCIO in Spanish 
Apr 83 p 3] &143 


4 
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ARGENTINA 


BRIEFS 


SATELLITE GROUND STATION--Buenos Aires, 5 May (TELAM)--The National Tele- 
communications Company reported here today that the satellite ground s**tion 
at Chepes, La Rioja, has been incorporated into the national communications 
system known as Sovereignty Plan [Plan Soberania}. This station has two 

input and two output lines and a color TV channel which facilitates the access 
of semi-automatic telephone service to the entire national network. The 
Chepes ground station is part of a series of 34 stations to be installed 
throughout the country. [Text] [PY152309 Buenos Aires TELAM in Spanish 


1610 GMT 5 May 83] 
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CUBA 


NEW COMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES INAUGURATED 
New Studios in Santa Clara 
FL141302 Havana Domestic Service in Spanish 1100 GMT 13 May 83 
[Text] Flavio Bravo Pardo, member of the party Central Committee and presi- 
dent of the National Assembly of the People's Government, cut the ribbon 


which otficially inaugurated five modern studios belonging to radio stations 
CMHW and CMHA in Santa Clara. 


The activity took place as part of our top government body's control and 
assistance program to Villa Clara Province. One of the studios is equipped 
with high technology equipment for recording stereo with a 10-channel 
console of Hungarian manufacture. 


Repeater Station in Camaguey 


PA132145 Havana International Service in Spanish 1800 GMT 13 May 83 


[Text] Pedro Guelmes, minister of communications of Cuba, has inaugurated 
a postal and telegraph center and a broadcasting repeater station in Florida, 
Camaguey Province, as part of the development of this area in the Year of 


World Communications proclaimed by the United Nations. 


Guelmes presides over the national committee that in this Year of Communica- 
tions has the mission of carrying out important tasks to improve the national 
and international exchange of information. Cuba is the first underdeveloped 
country that designs and produces telecommunications equipment in cooperation 
with the United Nations. 


CSO: 5500/2073 
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PERU 


BRIEFS 


SATELLITE TELEPHONE SERVICE--The Ministry of Transportation and Communications 
reported yesterday that a total of 12 cities in Peru now have satellite 
telephone services. The cities are Piura, Chiclayo, Trujillo, Chimbote, 
Huacho, Huancayo, Iquitos, Arequipa, Ica, Huaraz, Cuzco and Tacna. |Text} 
|Lima EL COMERCIO in Spanish 3 May 83 p a 8 PY] 
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DETAILED REVIEW OF METEOROLOGICAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS 


Castries THE VOICE in English 20 Apr 83 p 7 








F tacehes include (a) teleprinters. (D) tacwwmue. (cj telex () teleor 


ha | No’ Ne 
(a) The Meteorological Office a! Hewanorra has three 'eletypes winch are 


used exclusively for Gissemmation and exchange of meteorologica 
information round the Clock and one wich 1s used almost exclusively for 
av trafic mtormation and also used occasionally for meteorniogiai 
ntormaton 
AMMET: The word Anm.'t 1s an addreviatvon of the twst two words o' 
the expres von Antes Meteorological Network St Lucia along with 
ali the siangs of the Eastern Candbean cham. make up ths network 
ahicn +s inked via San Juan. Pyerto Rico to the mam computer at 
the Wov'c Meteorologic a! Centre in Wastwngton Unitec State: 
The Meteorological Office at Viqie 1S also lneed to the Anme! 
network and operate independently of ‘he one at Hewanorra Anmet 
S used for transmission of local Meteor ologic a! Information as well 2 
reception of mformation from other centres The Ddulk of the 
Mormaton received iS an already processed form 
«) World Met and Carmet: Reception of formation or these cr 
via High Frequency Radio (MF) signals The mtormation ime those 
rece:ved on Aamet is im a Coded form Du! mamly unprocessec Sone 
Miormatiun 15 also recerved «= plain ianguage form The transmitting 
Station 1s based 9 Miam: and the frequencies usec are published w 
appropriate World Meteor viogca! Organisation (W V0) publcation 
(ou) ASTM Ths abbreviation came trom "Ne words Aeronautca’ Fxec 
Telecommumcaton Network AFTN 5 aso wmked to the ™a 
omputer in Wasfungton i 1 used Dy Aw Tratte Service 
dissemination and reception of aeronau’ical information Since th 
international Civil Aviation (}C AQ) and the World Meteorooou 
Organisation work closely m the heids of aviation and meteo: 
respectively, 1 was Mutually agreed that AF TN should de used 0, 


Meteorological §=Authortes for cisemmating meteor ooca 
information when meteorological cirrcults ‘a t aher *hece are? 
avaiable 
(D) Facsioniie: Line World Met anc Carmet ta. © equprmen’ es on, 
for reception of mlormatior Sy mear: of HF Rac Na hy 
transmitting stations Mainly used are tho.e on the United State. ¢ 
: Daather chat 


Brentwood Long isiand New Yore and Norfolk Virgina 4 
transmitting trom Brackwell nm England is sometmes oc ceps 5 OF 


the wea for arch "he mforrr 2 r ‘ req ° ,| Te n _* re yc 
On facsimile equipment is in a pictorial fore and con Tae the 
tre Char’. of \orrecan® aeame am 


Sy"0ptc weather charts progn 
ang ‘temperature etc of upper ‘eve 
Charts. offer charts depicting sea condition: anc wate 
Forecaste’s Gepend heavily On satelite omoto. * 
Sarly forecas's Meteoroiogrce satelite. 4 
Mmm unw ator System (G hot thy eA 


seDarate sud 


ST LUCIA 











A set of frequencies along with schedules of transmissions are published by 
the USA and the UK in appropriate W.M.O. Publications. 


(c) Telex: After a review of communications performance during Hurricane 
Allen in 1980, it was strongly felt that facilities needed to be improved 

for better communications between the Emergency Office and Radio St Lucia. 

The Standing Subcommittee on Telecommunications of the Central Emergency 
Organization on Disaster Preparedness and Prevention recommended the 
installation of a Telex link between the Meteorological Office and the 
Emergency Operation Centre and Radio St Lucia. Naturally, this recommendation 
was endorsed by the Central Committee and was immediately implemented. 


With this machine it is possible for the Emergency Operations Centre and Radio 
St Lucia to receive a printed copy of copies of Hurricane bulletins and asso- 
ciated information from the Meteorological Office prior to and during 
Hurricane conditions. Since the incidence of hurricane is such a rare event 
it was decided that it would be more feasible to make regular use of the 
machine by the Meteorological Office and Radio St Lucia for broadcast to the 
general public instead of using the telephone which was sometimes unreliable. 


(d) Telephone: This, as we all know, is a very important piece of equipment 
especially for internal and external communications. It provides regular 
communication between the Meteorological Office and members of the public, 
government departments, pilots, airline personnel, private organizations and 
institutions, commercial sector, regional meterological services, regional 
institutions and organizations concerned with meteorology and others. Thus 
its importance to the Meteorological Office need not be further emphasized. 


(e) Hot Line: This is a voice link-up of the two Meteorological Offices 

at Hewanorra and Vigie with the two Control Towers. Each of these four units 
have a set and anyone can communicate with the other three independently. 
This service was installed after it was realised that too much load was being 
put on the telephone. In order to make the flow of information among these 
units more effective, the Hot-Line was introduced. This link is used only by 
A.T.C. and Meteorological personnel. Since the installation of this system, 
the telephone is hardly ever used for information exchange among the four 


units. 


While the existence of these facilities may in the eyes of the layman look 
like a lot, in the eyes of meteorological personnel they are considered as 
being short of the basic requirements for a fore _asting office. Some of 
the equipment used are very old and already becoming obsolete. These need 
to be replaced. Others are themselves reliable but the system used for 
information exchange is very unreliable due to numerous technical problems. 
Such a system need to be improved but this will take more than just a local 
effort. All the Meteorological Authorities in the Eastern Caribbean Region 


will have to be involved. 


There is also need for additional equipment. It is envisaged that some of 
these will materialize before the end of the year. 
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TELCO PLANS EXPANSION IN 1983, 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 


INCREASING LINES BY 32,000 


Port-of-Smin TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 27 Apr 83 p l 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


Commission APs) headed by its 


Chairman, 


Selwyn Ryan, is 


hearing the Lino iy 


Mr. Wilson, in reply to one of 


Teico’s counsel, Mr. Frank Solomon, 
take 


said 
place in varying 
should be tenn Oy byt 


financial f 


4 
end of 1983. 

Mr. Wilson explained in detail 
res in the company's 


the installations 


statement of case 


Hudson-Phillips, leadi 
the Organisation for 
construction (ONR), 
jectors to the a 
plained to the ¢t 
proceedings were 


to read ' 
the statement of case. Mr. 
Philli 
well 


5500 


At one point yesterday, Mr. Karl 
counsel for 
ational Re- 


There was no need for Mr. Wilson 
‘line by line’’ the fi za 
udson- 
said the statement was 
mented 


TRINIDAD and Tobago 


the state-owned company, 
this when hearing of the 


by Telco for ission to 
its rates — resumed at 
a | Hall yest 


I aribeoal of “T the Public Utilities 


7562 


AT OWN TEMPO 


But Mr. Solomon submitted that 
Mr. Wilson had the right to eve his 
evidence 


at his own tempo. He also 
said that a witness giving evidence 
newspaper headlines which perhaps 


headlines which perhaps 
son- ie - — 


to question 
Repl on, "x Wilson said 
infrastructural investment was 
necessary to give effect ~~ the ex- 
pansion (of lines) programme . 

Mr. Hudson-Phillips also ot objected 
to Mr. Wilson's a tedious 
= gow of listi situation 

with respect to - a, for Telco's 
various exchanges 

wel wget a ty 
with the cross-examination Mr 
Wilson. 

Mr. Solomon noted that witness 
should be allowed to amplify the 
“summary contained in the state- 
ment of case as it related to the 
exchanges. 

Hearing resumes at 2 p.m. today 








INDIA 


ELECTRONICS DEPARTMENT TELLS COMPUTER PLANS 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 25 Apr 83 p 5 


[Text] A large computer network called INDONET--which links Bombay, 
Calcutta, New Delhi, Madras and Hyderabad--to provide interactive facilities 
and sophisticated software including computer-aided design, is being set up 


in the country, reports PTI. 


Being implemented by the Computer Maintenance Corporation, this prestigious 
project will offer data processing, large data base and local computing 
facilities to small and medium scale sections, according to the annual 
report of the Department of Electronics for 1982-83. 


Besides, the INDONET (Integrated National Data Processing and Communication 
Facility) will provide highly specialised software in the areas of engineer- 
ing design, structural analysis and management services, which can be shared 


by professional organisations. 


Also, various users in other locations would be able to use the system, 
through terminals provided for direct access. 


One of the major objectives is to provide time to thos’ entrepreneurs who 
want to operate in the software export area. 


It is proposed to provide an international gateway so that access to some 
of the well-established computer networks and data bank overseas will become 


available in the country. 


The INDONET project--first computer network experiment--will be carried 
out in two phases, with the first phase costing Rs four crores. 


cso: 5500/7118 
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INFORMATION MINISTRY RELEASES 1982-83 ANNUAL REPORT 


few Delhi PATRIOT in English 23 Apr 83 p 5 


[Text |} 


CSO: 


The Government says  servi- 
AU lodig Kadio were 
~verely ex sled because 
of ip-eriercaccs from broadcasts 
But oul oY DBeigsoourlbg coum 
tries’, reports PIL 

This is stated on the annual 
report of the Information and 
Broad.ast na 06 Minis.ry for the 
wear 196283 released on Fri- 
da\. The report sass that this 
interfcrence Was more in the 
een ve north eas.cra region of 
She country. 

According to the report the 
Government was taking effec- 
Cve s't.s by revamping 
ces Of AMR completely to 
counter these = interferences. 
High! ghting the activities and 
expansion procravmes of the 
Minis ry. the report savs that ia 
the svrrent year, 't proposed te 
g'ert four more centres of Door- 
Garshan in Nacor, Rajkot, Go 
fakhour and Ranchi and =  aug- 
mens the exsiine facilities in 


lHiydevabad and Cuttack. 
(,.emimg Wwe measures te 
-ounbhr Ue rade erosson Unreat, 
‘he leport sass that the Gov 
ernmiut was laing special 
srs on strengthening the 
moss media Wm the norh ea» 
tern rez om where the ‘vulnera- 
bully to propaganda from forei- 


9500/7117 


gn broadcasting ofganisalion is 
more severe’. 

As part of this programme, 
the report says that three out 
of the six AIR stations to be 
set up during the sixth Plan are 
to be located in north eastern 
region, in Itanagar in Aurnachal 

Tura in Mehgalaya and 
adds that 
a 10 kw tran 

com- 
foned in Aizawl and that 
work had begun on stepping un 
the capacity of transmitters at 
Shillonz. Dibrugarh and Gawhati. 

The report says that AIR had 
also drawn up plans to start lo 
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INDIA 


Says that another 2.900 sets 
being proposed tu 
with direct recep!.ons 
yet 
six Staies. 
The report savs that the 
agour Doordarshan station wiih 
an interum one kilowatt service 
already started functioning 
ahead of the schedule and in the 
of the year its wattae 
be stepped up to 10 kw. 
report cove, tt with 
es ian na- 
Gonal satellite and availability 
of the Posis and Telegraphs mi- 
crowave links. it had been feasi- 
ble to at & national prozram- 


me and Government was 
thinking of extend ng the dura- 
tion of the programme and 


The Government, the report 
adds, was also thinking of mak- 
ing mews coverage more visual 
and including as many as pos- 


sible regional languages for 
news broadcasts. 
UNI adds: Doordarshan has 


submitted to the Government a 
15-year perspective plan 
(1985-2000) for taking  televi- 
sion to every nook and corner 
of the country. 











SIX MORE RADIO STATIONS PLANNED FOR 1984 


Karachi DAWN in English 1 May 83 p 5 


[Text] 


CSO: 


SARGODHA, April30: Raja 
Mohammad Zafarul Haq, Federal 
Minister for Information and 
Broadcasting, said Friday six more 
short-range radio stations would be 
set up at various places in the 
country, including one at 
Sargodha, during the next financial 
year 

He was replying to a demand put 
forward at a function arranged by 
Anjuman Faroghe Nazria-- 
Pakistan at the Officers Club here. 

Raja Zafarul Haq said the cons- 
truction of radio station buii ding in 
Sargodha would start soon after the 
fund allocation 


He added that the Government 
was also trying to provide a televi- 
sion unit at every divisional head. 
quarters, or at least one unit for two 
divisions, which would be con- 
sidered a TV region. For the time 
being, he said the Faisalabad TV 
Bureau would equally look after 
news activities in the Sergodha 
division 

Speaking at a reception held for 
him by the Islah-i-Muashra Com. 
mittee of the local Anjuman. 
Tajran, Raja Zafarul Haq said soci. 
ety could be reformed only through 


5500/4740 


the awakening of consciousness 
and revival of the sense of ac 
countability to the Creator 

No amount of legislation or other 
disciplinary measures could root 
out bribery and other social vices 
unless society had a will to get rid 
of those evils with a clear consc: 
ence, he remarked 

He said the Government had 
launched a drive for social reforma 
tion about seven months back, and 
a high-level committee was set up 
to suggest long-term and short. 
term measures to purge society of 
social evils. 

The committee, he said, had re- 
ceived various proposals from dif 
ferent quarters in this regard 

Speaking at the oath-taking cere 
mony of the office-bearers ot 
Sargodha Press Club this evening, 
Raja Zafarul Haq asked newsmen 
to improve their professional 
capabilities and educational 
standard to be able to discharge 
their functions properly 

Raja Zafarul Haq administered 
oath of oftice to the new office 
bearers of the Sargodha Press 
Club. He also presented a set of 
books for the Press Club libran 
—APP 


PAKISTAN 











PEOPLE'S DEMOCKATIC REPUBLIC UF YEMEN 


BRIEFS 


COLOR TV TRANSMISSLON--Color television transmission will cover Shabwan 
Governorate as of 22 June. ina statement of ANA, the television general 
director said that 4 television transmitters with a total capacity of 400 
watts will be used for this purpose. [Text| [GF211949 Aden Domestic Ser- 
vice in Arabic 1630 GMT 21 May $3] 


CSO: 5500/4529 
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SUDAN 


BRIEFS 


COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK--Khartoum, 12 Apr (SUNA)--Transport and Communications 
Minister Vhalid Hasan ‘Abbas yesterday reviewed preparations for renovating 
microwave networks with a delegation from Thompson Company of France which 
won construction contract. Renovation work is expected co begin May and 

will be finished in 18 months. The new system of networks will be operated 
by solar energy instead of oil, SUNA learned. Thompson wi'l also establish 
an earth satellite station in Port Sudan to facilitate communication with 
Egypt, Jiddah and Asian states. The two projects will cost 12 million dol- 
lars to be covered against a loan rendered by the French government. [Text] 
[Khartoum SUNA in English No 4458, 12 Apr 83 p 2] 


CSO: 5500/4614 
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INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


"PANA’ TRIAL PERIOD--Dakar, 19 Apr (AFP)--The PAN-AFRICAN NEWS AGENCY 
(PANA--a specialized organ of the OAU) will begin a trial period of opera- 
tion in May. According to its director, Cheikh Ousmane Diallo, PANA, set 

up in 1963, will begin a 3-month trial period in May to master i°s communi- 
cations ne.work and to familiarize its newsmen with the objectives of the 
agency. Mr Diallo, who on Monday opened a meeting of the PANA technical 
committee in Dakar (headquarters of the agency), stressed that the trial 
period was a part of his organization's plan, which is being implemented 
The first steps, he pointed out, involve institutional 


in successive steps. 
[AB191103 Paris AFP in French 


and telecommunications problems. [Text] 
0923 GMT 19 Apr 83) 


CSO: 5500/15/7 
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EQUATORIAL GUINEA 


BRIEFS 


COMMUNICATIONS LINK WITH SPAIN--Madrid, 24 May (EFE)--The “only reliable means 
of communications” between the capital of Equatorial Guinea and Spain are the 
EFE teletype service and that of the Spanish Foreign Ministry's office in 
Malabo, according to Jose Varia Valle, "Radio-Television Espanola" representa- 
tive in Equatorial Guines. Valle and Fulgencio Biyogo, who is in charge of 
the EFE office here, today used the teletype in the EFE agency in the Equator- 
ial Guinean capital to send the first direct report received through Spanish 
communications media since the Guinean coup attempt 10 days ago. The report 
sent by Valle and Biyogo through EFE was used simultaneously by the EFE agency 
and the Radio Nacional de Espana news service. Angel Asensio, new EFE repre- 
sentative in Equatorial Guinea, will leave tonight for Malabo. He will replace 
Fernando Cabrera, whose tour of duty expired last month. [Text] [PA241701 
Madrid EFE in Spanish 1626 GMT 24 May 83] 


CSO: 5500/158 








GUYANA 


BRIEFS 


TELECOM DATA BASE--The Guyana Telecommunication Corporation (GTC) is giving 
priority to the preparation of a proper data base. GTC General Manager John 
King explained that a proper data base is essential if the corporation is to 
equip itself for the role it has to play in the economic and social life of 
the country. Last month the Guystac In-House Incentives Committee expressed 
concern abou. the absence of a data base within the corporation. The absence 
of such a base, the committee felt, restricted the degree to which GTC can 
plan and implement a proper work programme for the future. To this effect, the 
corporation has completed its audited accounts for the year 1976 and 1980. 
Cde King said that the audited final accounts for 1981 and 1982 will be 
completed before the end of the year. [Text] [Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE 
in English 27 Apr 83 p 1] 


CSO: 5500/7560 








LESOTHO 


NEW COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM TO BE INTRODUCED 
MB171900 *.seru Domestic Service in English 1130 GMT 17 May 83 


[Text] The Lesotho Telecommunications Corporation, LTC, chief of planning, 
Mr (Taelo Khabele), has disclosed that the corporation is to install a new 
telex exchange system for both national and international telex services. 
Mr (Khabele) said this in a Radio Lesotho broadcast this afternoon to mark 
the 15th anniversary of the World International Telecommunications day. 
According to Mr (Khabele), Lesotho is also to introduce a new digital 
exchange for international telephone services and a standard B satellite 
F-station antenna which will enable her to have direct access with most 
countries of the world. 


As soon as these services become operational, local subscribers will bypass 
Maseru telephone operators and be in direct contact with their overseas 
counterparts. Mr (Khabele) added that as part of the implementation progress, 
Lesotho has already signed a contract with a Japanese electronic company 
which will install a new microwave telephone system later this year. This 
will provide all the major towns of Lesotho with a high quality of capacity 
transmission systems. The microwave and the combined town's exchanges are 
expected to be operational late next year or in January 19,5 at the latest. 


Mr (Khabele) concluded that the 15th World Telecommunications Day is of 
particular importance as the International Telecommunications Union will 
become the oldest specialized agency of the United Nations, competent and 
harmonizing and standardising the telecommunciations systems in member 


states. 


CSO: 5500/156 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


SLOW START FOR FOURTH GENERATION LANGUAGES REPORTED 


Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES-BUSINESS TIMES in English 8 May 83 p 4 


[Article by Julian Kraft] 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


5500/155 





cationz, easier maip- 
tenance. alleviated skills 
shortage; and speed 


of implementation. 
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Respondents were unanimous 
about the increased produc- 
tivity achieved, particularly 
in programming. 
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CONSORTIUMS COMPETE TO WIN BOP-TV CONTRACT 


Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES-BUSINESS TIMES in English 8 May 83 p 4 


[Article by Vera Beljakova] 


[Text ]} 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


BRIEFS 


VTR SALES INCREASE--Despite a poor economic climate, the video-tape-recorder 
(VTR) industry has experienced a phenomenal growth over the past year--and 

an even more spectacular sales performance is being forecast for 1983. In 
five years VTR sales increased by 2 000 percent and are still on the up and 
up. South Africans bought 80 000 VTRs last year compared wich 4 000 units 
five years ago. This year sales will rise by a further 12,5 percent, pre- 
dicts TEK Electronic's marketing manager, John Floisand, "which will bring 
the market to 90 000 units." "In the middle to upper income groups, VTRs 
have become synonymous with television ownership," says Mr Floisand. "The 
recording and video playback facilities appear to complement the South 
African lifestyle." There are now more than 151 000 units in South African 
homes with the Beta format holding the biggest market share in 1981, but by 
the end of 1982 VHS units had increased their market share considerably. 

The trend is definitely towards the VHS, which leads TEK to assume that South 
Africa will follow the international buying pattern and opt mainly for VHS 
units--now the world's best-sellers. "VHS will dominate the local market 

as it does world-wide, where 60-70 percent of all units now sold are VHS," he 
says. "Although our Telefunken and Pioneer brands have always held the 
lion's share of the home-entertainment market, we watched from the sidelines 
as the VTR market started developing in 1979. "We then decided to opt for 
the Telefunken VHS range in 1981, when the annual VTR sales leapt from 10 000 
to 50 000." [Text] [Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES-BUSINESS TIMES in English 


8 May 83 p 8] 


COMPUTERIZED SEISMIC RESEARCH--Anglo American Corporation has spent nearly 
R500 000 on new and upgraded facilities to improve its seismic research 
programme on the Orange Free State gold fields. The OFS seismic project, 
based in Welkom, has installed additional computer equipment which analyses 
and interprets information recorded by 26 highly sensitive geophones 
installed in shaft pillars on the mines plus an additional six located on 
surface. The geophones pick up seismic activity and transmit information to 
underground microcomputers which monitor and record it. The information is 
then fed via cable and radio links from the micro-computers to a surface 
micro-computer for analysis and interpretation. "The system is called 
Diginet and in using it we are able to obtain data on seismic events in 

the quickest possible time. This information is used by the Rock Mechanics 
Services Sections to identify seismically active areas," says Dr Stan 
Patchet, head of Rock Mechanics. The first underground unit was installed 














in June last year at Free State Geduld's No 1 shaft and 32 units will 

shortly be in operation on the Free State mines administered by Anglo American 
Corporation. Dr Patchet says the department is looking at the possibility of 
developing the system to link up with other seismic research projects at 

Vaal Reefs, Western Deep Levels and Elandsrand. He says the department, in 
conjunction with the Chamber or Mines, is working on a project at Western 
Deep Levels gold mine, near Carletonville, aimed at predicting rockbursts. 
One of the main aims of the 20 department members involved in seismic 
research is to establish whether rockbursts are predictable. "We can't yet 
tell a mine manager that a rockburst is about to occur but this is our goal." 
[Text] [Johannesburg THE STAR in English 11 May 83 p 10M] 


COMPUTERIZED POLLUTION CONTROL--A GAAST (Fluid Analysis and Simulation 
Technique) Computer-designed pollution control system by Cybernet Data 
Services, costing R2,25 million, is being installed at the Richards Bay coal 
terminal. The system comprises 3!0 water cannons sited at intervals along 
the perimeter of the stockpiles at the terminal, which wet the coal at set 
intervals to prevent coal-dust air pollution. The analysis of the reticu- 
lation system was a complicated exercise, according to Mr Tony Allinson of 
Webb and Partners, the project engineers. The programme allows the modelling 
of pumps and sprinklers. [Text] [Johannesburg THE STAR in English 1l May 83 


p 10M] 





COMPUTERS THREATEN WOMEN'S JOBS--A warning that women workers face losing 
their jobs because of the overall economic situation and the growth of the 
computer era was made yesterday at a meeting of the SA Association of 
Industrial Editors at White River. Mr Roy Williams, of the University of 
South Africa's Communications Department, said women were going to be hardest 
hit in the worsening employment situation. In addition, the development of 
micro-electronics in the 1980's would disproportionately affect those in 
White occupations, just as factory automation in the 1950's and 1960's 

hit male blue-collar workers. The computer era would have a serious effect 
on employers doing routine jobs as their tasks would soon be taken over by 
electronic ayparatus. [as published] In this specific field, women as . 
typists, clerks and other administrative jobs would be affected. Also, 
people in lower management jobs could also become redundant as a result of 
automation. [Text] [Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English 10 May 83 p 10] 
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UGANDA 


OBJECTIVITY URGED IN 'PANA'; SOME GOVERNMENTS’ POLICIES CRITICIZED 


Kampala UGANDA TIMES in English 29 Apr 83 p 4 
[Editorial: "PANA Should Bring New Outlook to African Mass Media"™] 


[Text] The Pan African News Agency (PANA) is at last to start operating on 
the 25th next month. This will be the first attempt by African countries to 
reduce over-reliance on the world news agency monopolies; mainly from the 
western world. 


The operation of PANA should bring a new outlook in the African mass media. 
One should not be tempted to say that PANA should become an alternative to 
tht existing agencies; even if they happen to be foreign. The basic 
philosophy that should guide PANA is that of pluralism. This means PANA 
should simply join the bandwagon of others mass media. 


This view is serious in as far as the national news agencies that are 

to become the suppliers of news items of PANA are riddled with many opera- 
tional problems. The truth cannot be denied. Most of the national news 
agencies in Africa were established by governments; and where such govern- 
ments are dictatorial; those national news agencies have become mere con- 
duits for handouts. This could undermine the trust and confidence in the Pan 


African body. 


For PANA to make its roots strong it should face the realities of the African 
continent. Famine; political violence; poverty and political crises have to 
be reported objectively. The scourge foreign domination and imperialism 

must not be shelved. In short the principle of objectivity must be adhered 
to or else the agency will become a white elephant and a luxury that Africans 
will not afford. 


That is why one tends to become suspicious as to why the continental body 
should depend on national news agancies for news. Why not have bureaus under 
independent correspondents? Perhaps the use of the national agencies can be 
taken to be an experiement but no mistake should be made to think that the 
agency will become worth its name if independence in news gathering is not ob- 


served. 
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Today some national news agencies spend all their time reporting what politi- 
cans say; even if they say nothing. Is this the kind of news that will bene- 
fit the rank and file of Africans across the continen:. 


PANA should ruralise its news gathering because that is where the people and 
the actual news is. All efforts should be made to remove the hurdles which 
frustrate the ruralisation of news gathering. The proof of the pudding is 
in the eating. 


PANA will have to prove that it deserves existence. 


CSO: 5500/146 
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EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 


NEW FUROPEAN ‘ESPRIT' IN DATA PROCESSING 


Brussels EUR-INFO in French No 75 Feb 83, pp 6-7 


[Article by Jasper Becker] 


[Text] We are accustomed to the spectacle of intervention by 
governments and by the European Community when industrial sec- 
tors such as steel, shipbuilding, and textiles are having pro- 
blems. What is new is for governments to be concerned about an 
industry whose growth rate is 10 percent a year througnout the 
world. The information technologies industry in Europe has had 
an even more rapid expansion. With a rate of 13 percent a year, 
by 1990 it should equal the current GNP of the United Kingdom. 
The industry is progressing so rapidly that about half the pro- 
ducts on the market today did not exist 3 years ago. 


The Third Revolution 


The collapse of AEG Telefunken, the German electronics giant, 

is only one of the signs indicating that the European electro- 
nics industry is seriously threatened by the Japanese and Ameri- 
can competition. The European Commission is convinced that it 
is not only in the field of the mass production of electronic 
products that European companies such as AEG are in difficulty, 
but also in the area of the research and development tnat are 
creating the third industrial revolution. This encompasses the 
production of microchips, computers, software, telecommunica- 
tions, office automation systems, computer aided desicn and pro- 
duction, and in fact, the application of micro-electronics tech- 
nology to practically all aspects of modern life. 


Europe supplies less than 15 percent of the world market for 
microprocessors. Japan and the United States each supply 40 per- 
cent, although it is estimated that the EEC, taken as a whole, 

has spent $470 million on development, while Japan has spent 

$240 million. In addition, Japanese scientists fil. 4 times as many 
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patents as EEC scientists, althought the EEC spends 2 times 
more on research tian Japan. Simultaneously, in nigh-tech 
fields Europe is becoming more and more dependent on licenses 
coming from outside the European Community. In the present 
Situation, local businesses hold only 40 percent of the Euro- 
pean information technologies market, and Europe depends on 
foreign suppliers for 65 percent of its integrated circuits. 
Just in the sector of "main frame" computers alone, IBM has a 
turnover tnat exceeds that of the 10 largest European companies 


combined. 
“Esprit” 


The conflict about the Siberian gas pipeline brought out into the 
harsh light of day the risks of dependence on foreign supply 
sources, pvotn for components and for technological knowhow. On 

a national level, several initiatives have been announced this 
year. Tne most important is the Frenci: plan whicii proposes to 
spend $20 billion during the next 5 years on new investments in 
the electronics industry, which is to a large extent national- 


ized. 


Several actions have also been initiated py the European 
Commission during the last 2 years, such as the multiyear pro- 
gram in data processing. But all these measures have been sur- 
passed by a new and unprecedented undertaking: “Esprit,” the 
European strategic research and development program in the field 


of information technologies. 


This program differs quite clearly from anytiiing tiat the 
European Community has ever done pefore in the field of research 
and development. It is an attempt to coordinate the long-term 
research conducted by the major electronics industries in Europe 
during the next decade. The Commission hopes that in tilis way, 
the fundamental handicaps afflicting our industry will disap- 


pear. 


The Europeans suffer from needless spending in the field of 
research wnicn, divided into too many units, can not reach the 
"critical mass" needed to confront the coordinated efforts of 
the Japanese. This lack of cohesion affects public market poli- 
cies, and professional norms and qualifications. All these fac- 
tors work against tne creation of tne scale economies needed if 
our industries are to be competitive. 
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"Esprit" will bring together around one table not only 
representatives from national governments, but also from ICL, 
GEC, and Plessey of the United Kingdom: Siemens, AEG, and 
Nixdorf of the Federal Republic of Germany, CII-Honeywell-Bull, 
Thomson-CSF and CIT-Alcatel of France, Olivetti and SET of 
Italy, and Philips from the Netherlands. So tne impact will 
not ve limited just to the research projects themselves, but 
will create a new awareness of tie way in whicn European indus- 
tries can work together. 


Research and Development 


lost of the research and development programs wnich the 
Community has begun in the past brought together research estab- 
lisnments financed by governments which were working in fields 
sucn as nuclear safety, or they called for the allocation of 
grants and loans for research conducted by two or tnree enter- 
prises of different member states, in the framework of single, 
selected projects. The “Esprit” program differs radically from 
this type of cooperation. It will last for 10 years, will con- 
centrate more on larger businesses, and will have a total budget 


of $l billion. 


It will also be financed half by the businesses themselves and 
nalf by the budget of the European Community. Instead of having 
the program administered by bureaucrats in Brussels, there are 
plans to create an independent board composed of members from 
industry to manage the program. Tne Commission feels that it 
has neither the competence nor the personnel needed to handle 


such a taSk. 


Tne memoer states approved the program during the November 
meetiig of the ministers of scientific research. There are 
plais to devote 990 million FB [Belgian Francs] (50 percent al- 
located by the Community and 50 percent by the enterprises con- 
cerned) to a series of projects, tnat will nelp to acquire new 
experience in organizing tnis type of collaboration, so that 
tne entire program may be correctly planned. 


Application in 1983 


Tue projects can vecin in 1933, just 6 montns after the first 
approval of tne program iast June. As a comparison, the 4-year 
research and development program in micro-electronics, which 
was approved last March [1982], had been in preparation for 3 


ye.rs. 











The pilot projects for which invitations for bids were issued, 
closing on 21 February 1983, include the following: advanced 
micro-electronics, that is, VLSI [Very Large-Scale Integration] 
Circuits; software technology; advanced information processing, 
which will enable computers to respond to a voice; office auto- 
mation, for example, the development of technologies for the 
multi-media treatment of an integrated set of documents, images, 
and voices; and projects in the area of integrated computer pro- 


duction. 


All these areas of research, now in a precompetitive phase, will 
be studied in depth in the full “Esprit” program: the production 
and development of individualized integrated circuits; the de- 
velopment of tne fourth and fifth generations of computers, which 
actually implies the creation of artificial intelligence; compu- 
ters that can solve problems with a certain amount of indepen- 
dence, and which respond to language instead of responding to 
painstakingly prepared inputs; the development of portable soft- 
ware systems, which can be used for different jobs with ditfer- 
ing types of equipment; new breakthroughs in document storage 
and retrieval systems in office work; and automation in facto- 


ries. 


"Esprit™ will not replace national programs, and it will not 
create a sort of total cooperation, but it will give a European 
dimension to many businesses which might otherwise be in danger 
of losing the battle for a large share of the European and world 
markets for new technologies, and which would then be left be- 


hind in second place. 


7679 
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EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 


EURONET DIANE: EUROPEAN TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
Brussels EUR-INFO in French No 75, Feb 83, pp 8-9 


[Article by Eric Meyer] 


[fext] You are the project director of a margarine plant in 
Denmark, and you want to expand your sales in the Middle East. 
{In order to be able to prove to your Moslem clients at any time 
that your margarine contains no vork, you are looking for an 
infallible way of detecting any animal fat in the vegetable oils 
that you use as your raw material... 


In Flanders, you are thinking of using the (not) cooling water 
from a nuclear power plant to breed crayfish, and before invest- 
ing, you want to make sure that the project is economically vi- 


able... 


You nead a small poultry farm in northern Italy, and you would 
like to learn about methods of conserving poultry meat using a 
“free air” system. 


In each of these three cases, you lack “the invisible 
ingredient,” that is, tne exact infcrmation, as specialized as 
it is indispensable, wnich would take days of painstaking re- 
search in specialized reports and journals. You don't have that 
kind of time available--especially as these reports or journals 
may be located hundreds of kilometers away from where you are... 
But if a solution does exist, one of the most reliable means of 
finding it is EURONET DIANE, the telecommunications network de- 
Signed at the initiative of the European Commission, which is 
opening up for the first time to over 300 million potential 
users the services of 300 data banks in 15 countries of the old 
continent (the 10 member states of the EEC, along with Switzer- 
land, Spain, Portugal, Sweden, and Finland). 
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By questioning from among the data banks the one that inandles 
your problem, through a terminal linked to EURONET, it will take 
you just a quarter of an hour to get the answer you need. 


So the Danish project director will find the test he needs 
(developed in Zeist in the Netherlands a few years earlier, 
based on “gaseous phase chromatography"). The potential cray- 
fish breeder will find that even having almost free hot water 
available will not give him much chance of success against the 
Turkish or Czech competition (he will Pave to abandon his plan, 
but he will have saved his investment). As for the poultry 
farmer in the Po region, he will find in France a study on the 
bacteriological effects of “free air” chicken conservation. 


On the terminal screen, the information appears so quickly and 
apparently so simply. And yet, when we look to see how it is 
routed, from its source until it reaches the user's screen, we 
find that it demands close cooperation from a series of people 
in different jobs (scientists, technicians, specialized press, 
etc.) using different languages, and located in different coun- 


tries. 


So the “anti-fat” test, before reaching the margarine plant in 
Aarhus, Denmark, had to zigzag about for thousands of kilome- 
ters, starting from Zeist, Holland, before reaching Frascati, 
near Rome, the headquarters of the data bank, being routed 
through Hamburg, where the scientific article was published, 

to London, where the National Library found the article, and 
Reading, where the IFIS [International Food Information Ser- 
vice] prepared the computer entry. EURONET DIANE is thus an 
instrument of unegualled power for disseminating techniques and 
ideas throughout Europe! 


The Commission's Role 


Toward the end of the 1960s, one had just to look at the other 
side of the Atlantic to see the opportunities available for pub- 
lic service telecommunications, and the immense advance taken by 
the United States in this area. Roland Haber, from the ECHO com- 
puter access service* which is managed by the Commission in Luxem- 
bourg, recalls: "Each country of the EEC could set up its own net- 
work. Data banks could pop up here and there, putting in computers 
a trace of the immense stock of information we have in Europe, 





e Computer access service [“serveur” in French]: an 
enterprise or organization operating a series of 
data banks. 








but no state had a large enough potential public to justify such 
an investment.” 


So telecommunications would either have to be European, or would 
not exist at all. The Commission soon realized this, then the 
member states, and after a Council of Ministers resolution in 
June 1971, the Commission began to organize the EURONET DIANE 
demonstration network, which was officially opened on 13 February 


1980. 


In absolute terms, the Community investment was limitec: 16 
million ECU [European Currency Unit] until 1980 (the second ac- 
tion plan), followed by 15 million between 1981 and 1983. How- 
ever, the Commission did not actually “build,” but rather co- 
financec and directed this network, doing a great deal of work on 
the definition of joint standards and techniques, in cooperation 
wit’ ‘Se nine PTT (Postal, Telephone, and Telegraph] offices in- 
volved at that time, along with Switzerland, which has been in- 
volved since the project first began. Furthermore, EURONET and 
DIANE are each separate entities. 


EURONET: A Network About to Disappear 


In the beginning EURONET was a cable connecting the five 
telecommunications centers o1 “nodes” .n Paris, London, Frank- 
furt, Rome, and Zurich. It is also a high performance transmis- 
sion system, with a capacity of 4,000 simultaneous communications, 
which France introduced in 1978 on its own "Transpac” network. 
dowever, the days of EURONET are numbered: as the national (in- 
terconnected) networks are established, EURONET is disappearing, 
and being integrated in these newer, national systems. In addi- 
tion to the French “Transpac” network, the following are already 
operational: the British "PSS," the Dutch "DN1," the German 
DATEX/P,” and the Belgian “BCS,” the newest (it was inaugurated 


in Noverber 1982). 
DIANE, or Computer Access Services 


DIANE is a “club” of 49 computer access services which use the 
EURONET network and have 300 data banks or bases* available for 


their use. 





e A data bank responds directly to the question it is 
asked. A data base refers to a publication whic. can 


provide the response. 











The Commission is trying to make these services known to their 
potential users, by sponsoring seminars, meetings, and film 
screenings in tne various member states. In order to enter tne 
"club" and enjoy the benefits of this collective promotional 
campaign, there is just a Single condition required of the ac- 
cess services: they must agree to furnisn their information in 

a non-discriminatory manner--without restriction and at the same 
rate. But who are these services? Their origins are quite di- 
verse. For example, in Rome the Court of Appeals decided to 
store the thousands of Italian decrees in a computer memory. 


In France the CNEXO [National Center for the Exploitation of 

the Oceans], which specializes in applied research in a marine 
environment, set up in Brest the largest access service on the 
sea environment anywhere in the world. But the very first of 
these services is in Frascati, with the European Space Agency. 
This is the ESA/IRS which controls 34 banks and 14 million data. 
This is a fourth of all the data available in Europe! "In fact," 
says Mr Haber, “with the economic crisis, the access services 
now have to prove their usefulness, and find their public. For 
example, we are finding that they are moving massively away from 
tne data base to the data bank, which now holds 50 percent of 
the market, compared with 30 percent 2 years ago. That is in 
response to demand, for the clients want direct information, not 
a bibliographic reference!" 


Users 


The number of users may seem modest--3,000 at the beginning 

of 1982. But this number is growing very rapidly. According 
to Barry Mahon, the head of the EURONET DIANE staff in Luxem- 
bourg: "The users and research addressed to the acces. services 
are increasing at a rate of 40 percent a year. The clients 

are divided roughly equally among government agencies, indus- 
tries, and universities." But one of the EURONET DIANE staff 
members considers the Americans and Japanese still another 
category of very interested clients: "Wnen the Teleservice- 
Questel service opened in Paris, 150 subscriptions came in from 
Japan within 45 days!" Such an obsessior is easier to under- 
stand when we find, among the data available, information on 
"the evolution of 1500 large European companies" or on "patent 


families." 


Costs and fees: At the end of the first month, the neophyte 
client may be surprised to receive two bills instead of one. 
For he must pay for two services: telecommunications (to tne 
PTT); and the data bank (to the access service). For the 
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transmission, the standard EURONET rate is fairly modest: it 
costs 270 FB [Belgian francs] per nour (or about a 10th of the 
cost of research), no matter what the distance, whether calling 
from Copenhagen or Dublin, Athens, or Montpellier. The access 
service is definitely more expensive: from 2,700 FB to 4,500 FB/ 
ECU, depending on the service, which sets its rates as it likes. 
Based on the fact that the average research time is about 15 
minutes, we can estimate that each interrogation of a data bank 
costs, depending on the member state, from 1,125 to 2,800 FB. 
And this does not include the basic investment for the terminal, 


which 1S about 45,000 Fs. 


The Future 


Like EURONET, DIANE and its access services will change radically 
in the future, because of the rapid advances in this field. The 
Commission is continuing to help with this progress, by taking 
part in the technical research that they would not be able to pay 
for on their own. Priority is being given to computer languages, 
which must be improved so that the access service can provide an 
"active" and not “passive" response to the questioner, helpinc 
him to focus his research more precisely. Another problem to be 
Overcome is the problem of national languages: instant transla- 
tion (by computer), which they hope to introduce within a few 
years, Should enable a French doctor to interrogate DIMDI, the 
German access service which specializes in medicine. In Novem- 
ber 1982 the Commission also announced its decision to finance 
researcn on problems related to document transmission, now a 
"bottleneck™ impeding the development of telecommunications. 

The goal is to provide the client with the complete document 
either instantly, from the terminal to a printer, or very quick- 
ly. But the biggest change in all this technical progress will 
come in the field of “telematics,” which is the use of the home 
television set as a terminal, with a simplified keyboard connec- 
ted to tne telephone. In that way, the number of clients could 
rise to several hundred thousand in just a few years, and tele- 
communications would directly influence the work, study, and lei- 
Sure nabits of the general public. Even now, something funda- 
mental has been changed, with the appearance of EURONET DIANE: 
from now on, computer power, which used to be reserved just to 
jovernment agencies and big (multinational) corporations, is ac- 
cessible to everyone. But in the beginning, when the Commission 
was making preparations for EURONET DIANE in the 1970s, who could 
have dreamed of all these implications? 
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FIFTY LARGEST DATA PROCESSING FIRMS, THEIR RESULTS IN FRANCE 


EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 


Paris ZERO UN INFORMATIQUE HEBDO in French 5 Apr 83 pp 22-23 


[Unsigned article] 


[Excerpt] IBM is prospering in France. Number One--the name is definitely 
fitting--remains quiet as a tomb regarding its results. But there remains no 
doubt that it has once more very clearly dominated the 1982 French market, as 
well as markets elsewhere. Our classification of the fifty largest turnovers 
achieved in computers on French soil alone, also discloses that the profession 
as a whole is in good heaith (+26 percent total growth), shows the fine 
performances of some of the large followers of the leader, and testifies to 


the advances in micros. 


"IBM's strength is the cause of its worries,” is frequently voiced by Jacques 
Maisonrouge, senior vicepresident of the company. Is that why the French 
subsidiary assiduously cultivates the style of “let us live happy and 


concealed"? 


From Mist... 


These having been said, it is difficult to remain unnoticed when you are IBM, 
and what's more, the third largest taxpayer in France. 


It is therefore easy to wonder if the company is not displaying an affectation 
in wanting by all means to shroud its least acts and deeds in a mist, and to 
transform its spokesmen into vigilant guardians of silence. 


This holds true at least with regard to such considerations as changes in 
turnover, or officially published profits, or even market positions. 


Because there is always a leak, we were able to estimate IBM's growth in 
France during 1982 at about 30 percent. This is in fact a low estimate, many 
others assessing it at 35 percent and higher. And it's not because IBM «ves 
not deny them that these estimates are wrong! 


36 











Computer business turnover of manufacturers on French soil alone 
(in million francs). 


(A) 
(B) 
(1) 


(2) 
(3) 
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Rank 


Manufacturer | 
Turnover estimated with French customers for all products combined 


(including autocom and typewriters) 
Without Memorex (which is included below in the classification) 


Including DAP 








(4) 1982 turnover includes disks and diskettes (50'MF). The percentage 
is for growth that does not include this activity. 

(5) Fiscal year closed on 3 July 1982 

(6) Including electronic typewriters (abotu 40 percent of the total) 
(7) Fiscal year closed on 30 September 1982 

(8) Fiscal year closed on 31 October 1982 

(9) Fiscal year closed on 31 March 1982 
(10) Exceptional events allowed only a rough estimate for 1981 fiscal year 
(11) Including Inforex 
(12) Non-copier activity 
(13) FPiscal year closed on 30 April 1982 

(14) CII-HB subsidiary (result also included in CII-HB total) 

(*) Estimate 


The project to install a “leasing in France” subsidiary similar to the one in 
Great Britain--which could result in the purchase of one of our financial 
companies--seems to help make the company even more discreet than usual. (It 
is even said that some unhappy leasers would not exclude the possibility of 
invoking the antitrust law on this side of the Atlantic.) 


..-TO the Clouds 
Will IBM's growth in France continue at the same rate? 


But operating under the best auspices does not prevent any clouds from 
gathering over its future. 


We must not forget indeed, that its expansion depends to a large extent on the 
purchasing policy of agencies and public enterprises. There is no doubt that 
the latter are currently inclined to be particularly receptive to the efforts 
of our national manufacturer. 


As we can see, CII-HB, the enterprise in question, reports a much more modest 
growth. 


Financial setbacks, a restructuring of the French company, and its hopes for 
revival have been sufficiently discussed in the press in recent months for us 
not to rehash the subject (see 01 HEBDO, No 738, 28 February 1983, or the most 
recent April issue of 01 MENSUEL). 


We might point out however, that the cumulated turnovers of CII, Sems, and 
Transac reach 6020 MF (on French soil), a figure which offers some idea of the 
importance of the new CMB on the national market. It will henceforth be a 
more sinewy Poulidor, which nevertheless mist now catch its breath. 


Good Accelerations 


From among those trailing right behind the leader, a few rapid advances stand 
out, particularly on the part of Digital Equipment, NRC, anu Hewlett-Packard. 
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For Digital, this reflects the persistence of a good evolution of the mini 
market in France, particularly significant for 32-bit minis. However, it is 
currently anticipated that this expansion will slow down somewhat due to the 
growth of micros. But this development is not catching Digital unprepared, 
because as we know, the company has put several micrcs on the market in recent 
months. 


The Next Ten Largest 


Following are the next ten largest companies, some of which were part of the 
fifty largest last year, and some others of which might become so next next 
year (1981 turnover in parantheses): 


Leanord, 60 MF (35); Ruf, 59.7 MF (54.5); Crouzet, computer division, 54 MF 
(30); Ericsson, 50 MF (38); NAS, SO MF (30); SMT, 47 MF (23); IER, 46.8 MF 
(39); Norsk-Data, 45 MF (40); Plessey, 42 MF (35); Victor, 41 MF. 
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EUROPEAN AFFAIRS 


DEFICIT IN FRENCH-GERMAN ELECTRONICS TRADE GROWS IN 1982 
Paris ELECTRONIQUE ACTUALITES in French 25 Mar 83 p 2 


[Article by Jean-Louis Cousin] 


[Text] The last notice from the Federation of Electrical and Electronic 
Industries (FIEE) indicates that in 1982, France has suffered a strong trade 
deficit increase with respect to FRG, in electrical and electronic equipment. 
Last year, this deficit amounted to 4843 million francs (MF) against 

2857 million in 1981. 


The largest drops are in instrumentation, and especially in computers (the 
positive balance of 1981 was negative at 614 MF last year), passive components 
(853 MF), and appliances (1262 MF). Among the few sectors whose balance is 
positive for France, are active components, alkaline batteries, and power 


condensers. 


It should be pointed out however, that last year--while retaining a negative 
balance--some sectors did improve their deficit. This was the case for 
industrial electrical equipment, elevators, telephones, professional 
electronics, and industrial equipment. 


"Out-of-Phase Circumstances” 


FIEE believes it “probable” that "more than a global loss of competitiveness 
on the part of the French electrical and electronic industries, it was the 
out-of-phase circumstances between FRG and France that produced this 
deterioration in sectors in which there already existed a structural 


imbalance.” 


In 1982, French exports to FRG amounted to 1537.9 MF (+10.2 percent with 
respect to 1981) for electrical equipment, 3789.3 MF for electronic equipment 
(4.6 percent), 396 MF for electronic consumer goods (+26.2 percent), and 
2086.6 MF (+4.8 percent) for intermediate goods (electronic components, 


batteries). 
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Last year, the balance of trade was 71.34 percent for electrical equipment, 
69.30 percent for electronic equipment, 34.46 percent for electronic consumer 
goods, and 90.07 percent for intermediate goods (batteries, electronic 


components). 


The total turnover of the fifty largest French computer enterprises reached 
30,985 MF in 1982, against 24,550 MF during the preceding year. This is an 
increase of 26 percent, significantly higher than that of 1981 with respect 
to 1980. 


However, the French manufacturers will have profited only moderately from thit 
trend. 


The five largest, CII-HB, Sems, Cimsa, Transac, and Logabax, have in fact 
recorded a growth of only 15 percent with a cumulated total of 7215 MF 
(23.3 percent of the total). 


The five largest non-French Europeans (Olivetti, ICL, Nixdorf, Philips, and 
Kienzle) advanced 19.4 percent with a total of 2566 MF (8 percent of the 
global figure). 


CMB: 20 Percent of the Total 


The five largest American manufacturers (IBM, Burroughs, NCR, Digital, and 
Control Data), in turn, advanced 30 percent with a figure of 

14,965 MF, representing about 48 percent of the total amount for the fifty 
manufacturers. IBM's share alone, is of the order of 35 percent. By 
comparison, the share of the new CMB is about 20 percent. 


As expected, the micro manufacturers continue to stand out--with Apple's 
figures being particularly notable--followed to a lesser degree by those 
involved in office automation. 


A final note is the good progress of several peripheral specialists: 
taproducts, Storage Technology, Siemens, and once more, Memorex. 


It is thus data processing of all sizes that has significantly expanded its 
zone of influence during 1982. 
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DENMARK 


DANISH TELEPHONE SYSTEM WILL PAY WAGES, KEEP ACCOUNTS 
Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE in Danish 24 Mar 83 p 4 


[Text] In the future payroll accounts can be made up by taking the telephone 
and punching the buttons. With the “memory bank" and accounting slips the new 
so-called printer-telephone can calculate the wages of each worker in less than 


two minutes. 


The Danish Employers Association's consulting service, which in cooperation 
with Edb Centret Herning Hjorring A/S and Jutland Telephone has carried out 
promising experiments with the new telephone in a number of smaller firms, is 
behind the new so-called telewage systen,. 


Office Chief Hans Ballegaard of the Danish Employers Association explains that 
the first companies will be able to begin using the system as early as this 


fall. 


“In principle all firms irrespective of size can use the printer telephone, but 
in my opinion the system is especially suitable for employers with few workers. 
As a rule this group does not usually have the possibility for investing in the 
expensive ADP solution but here they will have access to a standard wage 
program which they can use if they so wish.” Hans Ballegaard says. 


The system is actually very simple for the user. Irrespective of where the 
employer is in the country, he or she can, by dialing the telephone number of 
the affiliated ADP service office and pushing the correct buttons on the 
printer-telephone's keyboard, obtain the firm's entire payroll account. 


When the telephone request comes in to the service office, the computer goes 
immediately to work. The employer then calls in again and receives all the 
calculations by telephone which then produces a slip which shows all the wage 
stipulations, taxes, deduction percentages, pension supplements, cash 
supplements and the final amount, etc. 


The slip serves at the same time as a pay slip for the employee. The 
individual concerned can use it, for example, with the tax authorities or .t 
the unemployment office if he or she later is to receive unemp)%yment benefits. 
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Meanwhile the computer transmits all the information on money, for example, to 
financial institutions, the tax directorate and social bureaus. The telephone 
service takes about two minutes per worker. 


Hans Ballegaard says that the cost of being tied into the system has not yet 
been determined. A cautious estimate is that employers should anticipate an 
additional cost of 700 kroner per quarter in the telephone subscription. It 
won't be more expensive than the present systems in the service offices, 
according to Hans Ballegaard. 


The Danish Employers Association has invested as a starter 300,000 kroner for 
setting up the systen. 


The Employers Association is primarily interested in supporting the project in 
order to provide quicker and more precise data to its wage satisticians. 


By participating in the telephone experiment Edb Centret Herning Hjorring has 
obtained for itself a solid lead over the other service bureaus in Denmark. 
The center has offices all over the country and is ready to hook up its 
standard systems to all interested subscribers. 


"We have the capacity to accept an endless number of customers,” Poul Thomsen, 
chief of the center system's construction section explains. He adds that users 
will be able to utilize the printer telephone around the new year for 
bookkeeping and placing orders, among other things. 


Security in the system is as good as it can be, according to Poul Thomsen. 
Unauthorized people can not see the computer cards. Only regular subscribers, 
each of whom has his own code word which automatically gives them access to the 
system, can do that. Operating interruptions are not any more frequent than in 
the conventional hookup to the service bureaus. The extra risk here is solely 
that the telephone system should suddenly break down, and that would delay 
accounts for only the time the network is not operating. 


Edb Centret Herning Hjorring has 1650 employees, and in spite of the coming 
telephone wage responsibility, Centret will not need any more workers. 


"We expect that the computer will by itself cope with this task after we have 
put it in operation,” Poul Thomsen says. 
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FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


PLANS FOR INTRODUCTION OF CABLE TELEVISION IN FALL 1983 
Bonn DIE WELT in German 30 Apc 83 supplement p 1 


[Article by Hermann A. Griesser: "Mr. Muehlfenzl Requests the Pleasure of a 
Dance in All Dance Halls. Premiere in the Fall. What Cable Television Will 
Bring to the Germans" |] 


[Text] If Rudolf Muehlfenzl, the director of the Munich pilot company for 
cable communication, has his way, German television will be allowed to open 

the door to the outside, to hitherto forbidden ranges, on December 15, 10 days 
before its 3lst birthday. Cable television has arrived. The sound of a kettle 
drum in the world of the German media. However, the director of the pilot 
project, previously editor-in-chief for television at the Bavarian Broadcasting 
Corporation, is not willing to guarantee that until then everything will have 
been completed which is necessary for the start. During the coming weeks, the 
program suppliers are supposed to level with one another: Do they have a pro- 
gram or do they not (yet) have one? And with the technical prerequisites, too, 
everything will have to work out. "But it does not matter after all if we get 
underway a day later,” the breathless manager sweeps aside his dream date, "by 
the first of the year, at any rate, we will be in business." In that case, to 
be sure, he would be deprived of the glory to be the first German "cable 
maker’, for in January the Ludwigshafen pilot project will also get underway. 


Momentarily Muehlfenzl is in the process of making the rounds to see the pro- 
gram suppliers, to filter and coordinate their ideas. Chairmen of associations 
of manufactures and publishers are listed harmoniously side by side with rep- 
resentatives of environmental protection groups, teachers’ organizations, pa- 
rents’ initiatives and societies for the protection of animals. For this tele- 
vision is supposed to become a forum for the citizens, not a platform for 
notifications, a television of free choice, not allocation broadcasting, as we 
have had it up to now. 


At any rate, this cable television step by step is supposed to become such a 
citizen-oriented medium, and in 25 years the FRG wants to be "fully equipped 
for cable"--for the not exactly trifling sum of 100 billion marks. To be;in 


with, the copper coaxial cable will be used, later, overlappin with the former 
in time, the fiber glass cable, which has a stronger frequency and is freer 
from interferences, and which is already now being tested with a few hundred 
participants in individual large cities. For good reasons, it did not seem de- 











fensible to the determined new minister for post and telecommunications to wait 
until the fiber glass is fully usable. For too long the necessary progress has 
been obstructed, while most of the other Wes-:ern industrial nations already 
busily exposed us to ridicule with broad band networks over which they pushed 
up to 30 programs into their television tubes. 


What now is getting underway here, on the fourth floor of the ZDF [Second Ger- 
man Television Program] in the Munich rural kreis community of Unterfoehring, 
media prophets of all temperaments have already long ago depicted into dream 
and nightmare pictures. A dazzling multiplicity is dawning, an electronic 
library of information and education, a kaleidoscope of colorful entertainment, 
a paradise of assistance for living, of order, data and calculabilities. Here 
mamma may watch the 567th sequence of "Dallas" and subsequently bring America's 
top show stars into the living-room; here sun Matthias can order his exacting 
literary programs onto the screen as his brother Fritz special programs on bio- 
logy. For this, of course, they have to pay something in addition. Grandma, 
meanwhile, retreats into her room, where she waits for a program from her part 
of town. Today the subject is the keeping of dogs in residential areas, and 
via a feed-back channel can herself declare her agreement or rejection in re- 
gard to the views discussed. Meanwhile, papa caused the program in the living- 
room to be interrupted for a few minutes. Via view data he quickly calls his 
account balance from the bank on the fluorescent screen--demonstratively, of 
course, in order to prove to his all too carefree family how low it is. Which 
will not prevent mamma the next day from informing herself on the same screen 
about the new special offers in the store. And daughter Sabine quickly sends 
birtnday greetings to her friend, who soon sees them ecstatically on his 
screen and by return mail thanks her--of course, on the television screen. 
Splendid new media world. 


To others, on the other hand, the stage of the near future promises only gloom. 
They see stupidly distorted faces staring into the calamity boxes, from morning 
to night, they can't do without it, even if outside the most healthful air and 
the most splendid weather are tempting. Already for three hours on this 
Saturday, the husband and wife let themselves be bombarded by the l63rd se- 
quence of the detective series “The Ancient One", while the sons are shouting 
at each other because each wants to see something different on their joint 


screen--that is: Actually the same, for both programs offer the same shallow 
fare: The most disgusting trivial trash and violent whodonits. And Martina 
even, the 7-year-old school child, has now already been sitting for 8 hours in 
front of the electronic stupefier of the people, an all-round spiritual 
cripple The head of the family has given up reauing long ago, only the com- 
puter figures of the view data find favor in his eyes--disfigured from watching 
television \nd conversation no longer takes place in this family (like in 
most others) in an ise Terrible new media world. 

The Consequences of the Blockade of Long Standing are Terrifying 

Cliches which will soon be corrected. For cable communication--to begin with 
cable television--progresses with the certainty of a technological dynamic of 
its own--a dynamic which can be stopped only temporarily by the highest polit- 
ical orders--as for the last time in 1979, by Helmut Schmidt's personally 
ordered stop of the development of cable television. 








Now prominent Social Democrats, powerful men in broadcasting with positions in 
the established system, and trade union members, too, gradually seem to accept 
the inevitable--gritting their teeth, to be sure, and constantly warning 
against catastrophic “excessive television watching” and “commerce”. Neverthe- 
less: “The attempt to blocade the entire modern technology,” in the words of 
Peter Glotz, federal executive secretary of the SPD, in the Hannover NEUE 
PRESSE, would “with certainty end in a serious defeat of the workers’ movement.’ 
Instead, the point is now to insist on increased “rights of participation for 
the trade unions” and to save what can be saved: The structure of broadcasting 
under public law. But freedom has its suction. With cable television, the 
monopoly under public law, too, swirls into the abyss. 


The blockade of many years’ standing was nevertheless successful in a rather 
macabre way. It created the false hope among numerous groups--the trade unions 
for instance--that things after all would go on as before in the comfortable 
lap of the monopoly under public law, where--thanks to the leftist conformisms 
»f the editorial base--they saw their interests served very well. Others, on 
the other hand, were discouraged by the blockade. And so it happened that today 
not enough groups, which now would be called upon to take part in the shaping 
of the program, are really prepared for the new development. “So then we will 
perhaps soon have the beautiful piece of equipment with the 40 buttons, and 
hardly anything comes out of the box", is something like the fear expressed by 
the Munich median manager, Hans R. Beierlein. 


‘tf course, things will not be quite so bad, and Beierlein in this context pro- 
bably had reference, above all, to the especially delicate sphere of enter- 
tainment (in the narrower sense). After all, something can be learned even in 
i shore time. It is a fact, however, that not enough journalists and enter- 
tainment talents were prepared for the expansion of television, that it did 
not prove possible to organize a temporary exchange of journalists between 
broadcasting and the press on the requisite scale. Finally only a few con- 
cepts for new ideas and contents were developed. 


Everywhere in the FRC there are already numerous “cable islands", especially 
in large city settlements with poor reception. There large community antenna 
installations provide for the reception and transmission of programs which are 


customary locally and additional ones which lie "in the air”. In contrast to 
the genuine cable television, however, no programs of their own are being fed 

in. The cables, however, are installed, so that soon many islands can be con- 
nected with one another. Thus the Munich project, too, will soon grow out of 
its experimental character--1if for no other reason than the fact that the ex- 
perimental area--ilaidhaus iesing, Au, Berg am Laim, Ramersdorf, Neuperlach-- 
is surrounded by a numbe uch cable islands, by which the cable TV area is 
certain to be expanded . wally, though is being given to combining all Mmich 
cable islands into a first large cable community, perhaps still during th. 

trial phase ihe Federal Postal Service at any rate is vigorously at wor A 


billion marks it made available for this year; in addition to the origina 410 
million, it allocated another 590 million 


What is ultimately important for the citizen. of surse. is only what and Ww 


P 
much appear n the fluorescent disc. And here the first pilot project ai- 
ready wants to be something of a tentative reflection of what cable television 





must in the future accomplish. Thus, to begin with 12, then 17, and finally 30 
channels want to offer their services in the the Munich project, filled with 

the provrar f the Working Group of FRC Broadcasting Institutes, the Second 
German Television Program, with the third Bavarian, the Third Southwest Broad- 
casting [Program], the two Austrian and two Swiss programs. And then, of course, 
the new, which the program suppliers--broadcasting corporations and "third 
parties'’--now have to shape: One channel specializes exclusively in local news 
and reports, which could be produced by the newspaper publishers. In addition, 
however, it also shows simply events, everything under the slogan “Participate” 
--"from the city council session to the sports festival for senior citizens”, 
as the media specialist of the Bavarian state capital, Franz-Xaver Ohnesorg, 
promises Indeed, in certain central places, such as the town-hall or the 
theaters, cable facilities are to be installed permanently in order to make 
possible live broadcasts in as uncomplicated a manner as possible. A great 
deal of this the city of Munich itself will serve up as program supplier. Among 
these, for example, are town meetings, city announcements, tips, notifications. 
And also within the local framework, the General German Automobile Club will be 
active with optically presented traffic announcements, with warnings and tips, 


including for the conduct of children in traffic. 


That, too, has not existed before: A “channel for innovations" wants to reel 
off great events, in toto. Thus the inhabitant of Neuperlach will experience 
the winter olympics in Sarajevo being as well informed as no one in parts of 
the city withouc cable service, and, if he wants to, he can take in the Pope's 
visit to Vienna in no less detailed manner than the rock night in Alabama Hall. 


The Second German Television Program, meanwhile, will occupy a music channel of 
its own and will supply its standard program, shifted to a different time, else- 
where. In addition there is to be a “sports channel” and its “education chan- 
nel” of its own. Finally, channel 11 also intends to feed in an English satel- 
lite program and channel 12 will be reserved for video-programs. 


However, one novelty above all will still cause a stir: The subscription chan- 
nel Here the viewer will be able to “purchase” certain supplementary programs 
it certain times--in other words, he must pay for them especially. That is not 
yet a genuine "pay-TV" (coin-television), as it is becoming more and more po- 


pular in the United States. Only in a few years will we be able to enjoy it. 
That will make it possible to recall attractive movies or choice special broad- 
casts from an ample repertoire at any time--for a separate price. 


ind then Muehlfenzl's favorite baby, the planned tceakfast television "Good 


Af 
Morning, Munich". A colorful, light program, this is to be, which--according 
to Muehl fenzl--can be consumed "quite incidentally”. 


in short, quite a bit that participants can soon expect from this magic cable 


--for 400 Cor perhaps soon 600) marks in one-time connection and transport 
fees plus 16.30 marks in subscription fees. As for the rest, the project is 
financed (in Munich alone this comes to 35 million for the technical center) 
through 20 pfennig in “cable pennies”, which are collected from the general 
broadcasting fee For the income from advertising benefits no one else but 
the program organizers themselves, not the Munich Pilot Company for Cable Com- 
munication, in which the Bavarian Broadcasting Corporation and the Second Ger- 











man Television Program, the Free State of Bavaria, the city of Munich, the 
chambers, the newspaper and magazine publishers, as well as film and audio 
vision entrepreneurs hold an interest. 


Of course, in Ludwigshafen, where a start will be made at the beginning of the 
year as well, things are going every bit as lively, and there are quite a few 


who are betting that there will be even "more drive" here in things. For in 
contrast to Munich, the various private program suppliers here are also solely 
responsible for their programs. This means nothing less than this: In Lud- 


wigshafen "private broadcasting" is being done for the first time in the FRG. 
Of course, under the protection of an organization under public law, which 
supervises the observance of the laws and guidelines and sees to it that the 
total program, aot the individual programs, are balanced. 


In Ludwigshafen the Interested Parties are Standing in Line 


tere, finally, the principle of "outside plurality" is being followed. That 
means: The individual program organizers compete with one another and may-- 
indeed, are supposed to--by all means have their own "bias". The balance is to 
be produced by the competition as a whole, supervised and regulated by the 
pluralistically staffed Cable Institute for Communication. No fewer than 60 
interest groups are presently standing in line in Ludwigshafen, the Society 
for Living Assistance, as well as trade unions, churches and savings banks. 


Here, too, local affairs are supposed to be the television star No 1 among the 
ll new television and radio programs (with permitted advertising of up to 20 
percent of the broadcasting time). On the other hand, the Southwest Broad- 
casting Corporation will serve up a modern education program; here, too, the 
Second German Television Program offers the sounds of classical, pop music 
ind musicals on its own channel. In addition, a French station and the Ameri- 
in Armed Forces Network. And in addition to diverse media services, there is 
to be subscription television in Ludwigshafen as well. Moreover--different 
than in Munich--an “open channel". A brisant novelty. For the open channel 
free for everyone. It permits in principle everyone to express his or her 
wn -omtributions, wishes and criticism, on the screen. 


ws 
mt 


fhe Vortmund pilot project, which in accordance with the will of the Social 
Democratic government and Landtag [provincial diet] majority is supposed t 


work under the strict direction of an organization under public law, has for 
the time being been postponed--until 1985, it is said. Between 10,000 and 
$5,000 households are then to be supplied witth cable service, and there are 

to be 21 television channels in the erd. In Berlin, too, things have not made 
much progress here the bezirks of Wilmersdorf, Wedding, Kreuzberg, Charlot- 
tenburg and Spandau are some day to enjoy the cable, approximately 10,000 
iouseholds And here, too, like in Dortmund--with additional private organi- 
zers with their own responsibility under the protection of a corporation 

inder public law--local affairs are in the forefront. 

in Baden-wuerttemberg, on the other hand, steps have been tak n to utilize the 
already existing and to be further expanded cable islands for the testing of 


new technology In so doing, approximately 40,000 to 50,000 households in the 











southern Black Forest, in the Greater Ulm area, in the area surrounding Stutt- 
gart, and in the Mannheim Heidelberg area are to be included. Here the Second 
German Television Program, the South German Broadcasting Corporation and the 
Signal and telecommunications system are cooperating jointly with the press 
under the protection of the broadcasting corporations. Which on a temporary 
basis appears be tolerable to the publishers--trusting in their own responsi- 
bility in the later cable television in Baden-Wuerttemberg, for which the state 
media law is supposed to provide the foundation. Here, too, outside plurality 
is the point of departure; nevertheless, private suppliers with responsibility 
of their own are not being admitted at present. This is to take place only 
when at least half of the private households have access to a cabel connection 
and at least 30 radio and 30 TV program organizers can broadcast a half-hour 
program on a daily basis in the respective area of dissemination. In so doing, 
an independent state institution for communication, whose 5 members are elected 
by the Landtag, decides on the admission of new organizers. 


Who Receives the Greatest Benefit from Pay-TV 


Precisely this 1s what makes Baden-Wuerttemberg different from Lower Saxony at 
a delicate point. For here the Hannover bill has a tender spot. The prescrip- 
tion that the state government decides on the licenses did not by accident earn 
for it the evil odor of "state proximity’. Thus the Schleswig-Holstein draft, 
which also envisages private suppliers, rather draws on baden-Wuerttember;. 

And the Saarland, too, on which the creation of a state media law has as good 
as been imposed by the Federal Constitutional Court, will not let itself be di- 
verted trom the admission of private organizers. 


For the time being, however, onewill only be able to dream of a uniform cable 
landscape in the FRC. For the social-democratically governed states insist on 
the monopoly under public law. And Bavaria is taking a strange in-between po- 
sition. It is trying to promote the private [element] in every possible way 
--with a multitude of pretended autonomies--but it must leave the responsibil- 
ity for the program to the Bavarian Broadcasting Corporation or to a public in- 
stitution to be newly founded, as it is being discussed in the last few days. 
Article llla of the Bavarian Constitution stipulates this. 


Indeed, it was probably first of all the fear of “commerce” and a suspected 


"tendency to the right" in future freely organized programs which inducec so 
many socialists, social-democrats, trade union members and leftist organiza- 
tions, to create obstacles for the cable future and to slander it throughout 
the countr And so the most frequently advance. argument was in fact that the 
“flooding” of the citizen with too many programs is damaging to the health of 
the peopl. But precisely cable television will show that this does not have 
to be the case by any means. To be sure, moreentertaining programs than up to 
now--for the legitimate enjoyment of most citizens--will flicker across the 
screens. Dut, on the other . and, such a diverse television also aims to a 
particular extent at smaller, distinct target groups. Intellectual minorities 
will now ible to request certain broadcasts via pay-TV, for which they pay 
a separate price This kind of television is even decidedly farther removed 
from “commerce in the sense of advertising dependence than the public televi- 
sion of today That more offerings lead to better selection and not to sub- 


stantially more consumption has in the meantime been proved. 

















And the ever-returning assertions that more television offerings--or television 
in general--destroy family conversation has by no means been generally con- 
firmed, including not by a basic analysis cf the Hans-Bredow Institute. The 
latter even arrived at the conclusion that television can provide a strong im- 


pulse for family conversations. 


Splendid new media world? Terrible new media world? Let's step into the new 
era--without fear, but armed. 
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FRANCE 


TRANSPAC TO INCREASE INVESTMENTS IN 1983 TO MEET DEMAND 
Paris LE MONDE in French 11] Mar 83 p ll 


[Text] TRANSPAC is comparable in size to the large American data 
processing networks. 


With a 150 million franc turnover in 1982, TRANSPAC, a subsidiary 
of the PTT [Postal and Telecommunications Administration], reached 
first place among the data processing companies. This success 
established the soundness of the “packet transfer" technique chosen 
by France (the flow of computer data to be transmitted is divided 
into groups, gathered in "packets" with others, then transmitted. 
Each packet is then sorted out and the flow reconstituted prior to 
reorganization so that the recipient may receive it. 


The scale of the technology reached by TRANSPAC, created in 1978 through the efforts 
of the PTT and now at the vanguard of the French telecommunications industry, is 
comparable to that of the large American companies, TYMNET and TELENET. Its presi- 
dent-director general gloats with satisfaction: "The number of access points 
offered the customers is almost as large as theirs and our traffic is much heavier." 
Turnover comparisons are more difficult because American companies are integrated 
within complexes (TYMNET is a subsidiary of TYMESHARE and TELENET, of General Tele- 
phone and Electronics) which sells equipment, whereas TRANSPAC limits its services to 
network management. According to various analysts, however, TRANSPAC should catch up 
to the Americans with its 250 million franc turnover and 15,000 access points by the 


end of the vear. 


This success set the pace abroad since some 15 countries acquired public “packet” 
data processing networks under the X25 standard, first adopted by France, then recog- 
nized internationally. French industrialists (SESA [Consulting Firm for Automation 
Systems], SAT [Telecommunications Corporation] or TRT [Telecommunications Radioelec- 
tricity], a Philips subsidiary) took great advantage of this opportunity to export 
their know-how, with SESA exporting to eight countries. There is a price to be paid 
for this success, though; link delays are judged too lengthy (an average of “© months) 
by the customers, and many complain--particularly the PMEs [Small and Medium Size 
Businesses]. According to Lebars, "These PMEs buy both a computer and a hookup module 
from TRANSPAC. Since our delivery delays are shorter than those of the computer manu- 
facturers, they are ot TRANSPAC's fault. There is, therefore, no basis for the 


criticisna.” 














Nonetheless, TRANSPAC is going to increase its investments in 1983 to meet this 
growing demand. Three hundred million have been allocated to raise the number of 
access points from 10 to 15,000. "Indirect" accesses (through telephone lines) for 
the use of small customers will receive special consideration. Furthermore, 1,500 
videotex-type access points will be opened to follow the first developments of 
professional telematic services (querying of data banks). If the market "responds 
as anticipated," between 200 and 300,000 videotex terminals will be in operation by 
the end of 1984. 


Most of the telematic traffic, however, will have to go through the classic telephone 
network whose capacity is being gradually increased for that purpose (passage to 

1,200 "bits" per second at the beginning of 1982). As a matter of fact, TRANSPAC is 
only one of the solutions offered by the public authorities to transmit data proces- 
sing, others being, the ‘switched" telephone network, specialized lines and the future 
Telecom 1 satellite--theoretically assigned to heavy traffic. Lebars says that he 
“favors” this inner commpetition within the public services, wiichenables the 

customer "to combine various solutions to suit his needs." 


Whereas other countries "deregulate" telecommunications ‘the United States and Great 
Britain) thinking that freer market forces represent the sole solution to breaking 
up monopolies (ATT and British Telecom) and reduce prices, France is counting on the 
competition organized with the backing of the public services, even if, as it was 
done, TRANSPAC had to become a subsidiary in order to gain commercial flexibility. 


Choosing to maintain the monopoly, as dictated by national independence (in order not 
to fall under the American networks), obviously gives the state the responsibility of 
having to make heavy investments “on time." Therefore, on the wake of the difficult 
beginning which raised the worse fears, is TRANSPAC's current success that of the 
French model? Up to now, the answer has been yes. French prices for telematic ser- 
vices were slightly higher than those still charged in the United States 2 years ago. 
foday (taking into account the exchange rate of the dollar, to be sure), it is no 


longer true. 


This leveling was not done to the detriment of the public services’ profit-earning 
potential. From a financial standpoint, TRANSPAC has “exceeded its goal," which-- 
inserted in a l2-vyear agreement with the PTT in 1978--requires that it reimburse 

the advanced sums @t the same profit rate the telephone has over the 

same period, namely, between 14 and 18 percent. TRANSPAC is a good business venture. 


rs 
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FRANCE 


INSTALLATION OF CABLE NETWORKS, TELEMATIC SERVICES ON SCHEDULE 


Paris LE MONDE in French 1 Apr 83 p 22 


[Text] Austerity and budget reductions will not affect the development of telematic 
services and cable networks. In the report that he submitted to the Council of 
Ministers on 30 March, Louis Mexandeau, minister delegate to Posts and Telecommunica- 
tions, conitirmed the comprehensive measures taken in these two areas. With regard 
to the telematic services, or rather “interactive videography" as it is now called 
by the PTT [Posts and Telecommunications Administration], the minister delineated 
the program of geographical expansion for the-electronic telephone directory already 
in use in 10,000 households in Brittany. Upon the request of general councils, 
Minitel terminals will be installed free of charge, first in Picardie and Ile-de- 
France by the end of this year; then in Basse-Normandie, Nord-Pas-de-Calais and 
Provence-Céte d'Azur (first semester of 1983); and Lorraine and Alsace (before the 


end of 1984) and the Midi-Pyrénées region (early in 1985). 


As for the 2,500 test households which have been using Teletel since July 1981 in 
Vélizy (Yvelines), they will not be forgotten since the test community is to become 
a permanent "test center” enabling the users to test new services, especially in the 
field of automatic money transfer using memory cards. As for the services, the 
minister announced that the decree defining legal and ethical regulations governing 
the suppliers has been submitted to the prime minister for his signature. It should 
draw broadly from the recommendations of the Huet Commission (authors' identifica- 
tion, right of answer, clear display of fees and advertising ethics) and protect 

the press against improper advertising, especially in the key sector of classified 


advertising. 


As for the more recent plan for cable networks, it is going well. Over 50 demands 
have already been submitted to the PTT Ministry. The competitive bids requested from 
the eight industrial groups for 1.4 million outlets over the next 3 years will be 
submitted in April and May. A first selection will take place in June and the order 
will be placed in the last quarter. Louis Mexandeau announced that the Telecommuni- 
cation and Telebroadcasting General Administration of France had already discussed 
the creation of local commercial exploitation companies (SLEC) with local communities. 
These discussions should lead to protocol agreements between TDF-local communities 


and the publishers. 


The minister specified that the PTT would bill the SLECs for the network rental at 
the approximate rate of 50 francs per month (1983), per installed outlet. 


This 








corresponds to an overall investment of 50 billion francs for the whole network, 
spread over 15 years. The first phase of the equipment program will also include the 
updating and expansion of existing networks in new towns, projects connected with the 
World Fair and “Urba 2000" and the continuation of interurban links for the inter- 


connection of networks. 


There is some delay in setting up the legal framework. The only decree submitted for 
signature is the implementation decree of Article 77 of the 29 July 1982 law, per- 
taining to interactive videocommunications. As for the decree pertaining to the 
teledistribution of services, they are still being discussed with the Secretariat of 


State for Communications. 
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in French 25 Mar 83 p 6 


ELECTRONICS SAID TO LACK QUALIFIED PERSONNEL 
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prises are dedicating 2.2 percent of their out lay for wages and salaries to 
training. What is the state waiting for if its intent is to accord the 
highest of its priorities to the electronic sector? 


And as tor young persons, they can be sure they will not be starting out on 
the road to becoming half-pay personnel; currently, a startinyg enpineer earns 
between 8,000 and 9,000 francs a month, and a high-level technician earns on 


the order of 6,000 francs. 


‘It credits are to be allocated to electronics, they should," in Francois de 
Laage de Meux's opinion, “be invested in people, first of all." The big 
national college-level schools must be mobilized in this regard, but also 
the university-level technological institutes and the universities them- 
elves as well. The Federation, through an exemplary program, has even 
lemonst rated that in a period of 1 year, with 1,600 hours of training, ‘it 
ild turn out good high-level cechnicians, starting with students who had 

failed at the C Level of their baccalaureat studies. The government could 
well draw some lessons from this experience. 


sith more ! ighly deve loped gray matter, the electrical and electronics indus- 
tries feel that the historic drop in their 1982 foreign trade would probably 

not repeat itself. In view of orders on hand, an improvement is foreseen for 
1983, and much more so if a ceiling can be placed on imports by way of a 


slowine of domesti consumption. 


This notwithstanding, however, as regards the domestic market, the enterprises 
ire rather perplexed by the stagnation in military credits and the stabiliza- 
it has set in with respect to PTT procurement orders. 





FRANCE 


PTT GIVES CONTRACT TO MATRA FOR 30 EARTH STATIONS 
Paris A.F.?. SCIENCES in French 10 Mar 83 p 18 


Text Paris--According to a press release, the PTT has just awarded MATRA 
Mechanics, Aviation and Traction Company! a 1.5-million-franc contract t« 
supply the necessary equipment for 30 small receiving earth stations for the 

commercial operation of the French TELECOM-1 satellite telecommunications 
system, which is being built by che firm and is due t» become operational by 
the end of 1983. 


This contract was won, through a bid against six competing firms, in coopera- 
tion with the American firm M/A-COM Video Satellites, Inc. of Burlington, 


Massachusetts, 


t h of these stations will be equipped with a small-diameter (1.8-meter) 
antenna, 12-GHz frequency converters, and receivers for standard 625-lin 


SECAM | Sequential Memory Color Sequence; signals. Initial deliveries are 

scheduled for thi: September. 

In thi: ise, MATRA will benefit from a technology transfer from the American 

firm. 

This tvpe ft small station, which is designed to equip auditoriums, movis 

houses, etcese.e, will enable the holding of teleconferences; and the reception 
f ultural, sports and itionally oriented programs will open the for 

eventually to the local reception of television programs transmitted directly 

by satellite to particular communities or groups of individuals. 

Since all the European telecommunications satell.ces will be designed tx 


transmit in the 12-GHz band, this initial PTT order is an important first step 


for MATRA toward accessing the vast potential of the market for small-antenna 
TV rece if “tat ns, a market evaluated initially at some 1,000 statior in 
France. 
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FRANCE 


SARSAT-COSPAS RESCUE SATELLITE SYSTEM SAVES 20TH PERSON 
Paris A.F.P. SCIENCES in French 17 Mar 83 p 23 


Text Paris--The SARSAT-COSPAS [expansion unknown! rescue satellite system 
made it possible to rescue a 20th person, in Canada, on 7 March, it was 
learned at the CNES'‘s National Center for Spac e Studies Toulouse Space 
enter, one of the international centers for the identification and localiza- 
on of signals emitted by the snecial radio beacons linked to it. 


This person was a passenger on a small CESSNA-185 plane that had just taken 
ff from a frozen lake about 160 km northeast of Sept Iles on the north shore 


f the Saint-Laurent (Quebec). The plane had overturned at takeoff, killing 
the pilot. 
The ftirse signal from the beacon was received at Toulouse around 9:50 aon 

French time). The Toulouse Center checked with the Canadian authorities as 
t shether they also had received the signal, which they had. Rescue facili- 
ties were dispatched immediately to the area and the survivor was picked uf 

u » little over 6 hours after receipt of the first signal, at 17 km fro 
fhe point that had been calculated by the Toulouse Space Center. 
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FRANCE 


FOREIGN DEFICIT IN DATA PROCESSING EQUIPMENT: FR 6.1 BILLION 
Paris ZERO UN INFORMATIQUE HEBDO in French 28 Feb 83 p 7 


[Article by MB] 


[Text] During 1982, a somber year for France's foreign trade in data 
processing equipment, the balance of trade deficit reached 6.1 billion francs, 
compared to “only” 2 billion in 1981. Computers thus creates the highest 
deficit in the electronics industry, ahead of the consumer products sector, 
whose red ink figure is estimated at 5.8 billion francs. 


According to the latest customs statistics summarized in the attached table, 
most of the French produced computer equipment has seen a ioss of 
competitiveness, with the exception of central processing units whose 
exportation to EEC countries has increased significantly. 


The coverage for all the other sectors has decreased. This loss is 
particularly severe for integrated units, discrete central memory units, and 
input/output peripherals. 


As a whole, if we take into consideration the sale of parts for computer 
equipment--a posting that still showed a surplus in 1981--French exportations 
are stagnant (+0.5 percent), while importations, which are 36 percent higher, 
are moving more rapidly than the domestic market. 


Always very dependent on foreign suppliers, the office machine sector is 
undergoing further losses in photocopiers (157,009 imported units for a total 
value of 1.7 billion) and electric typewriters (125,000 units for 

393 million). 





Imports Percent Exports Percent Percent 
in 1962 82/61 in 1982 62/81 exports/ 


(in million francs) imports 

Individual integrated units 1,184 + 71 303 ¢ 11 26 
Complete central units 1,466 + 6 1,861 +128 125 
Discrete central memory units 399 + 44 47 - $2 12 
Peripheral memories 988 + 33 317 +9.7 32 
Input and/or output memorie 3,711 + 53 1,737 +14 47 
Telecommunication peripheral 96 - 12 101 - 39 105 
Other peripherals 1,099 + 69 386 + 15 35 
Miscellaneous (punches, 

tabulators, and so on) 166 - 16 64 +129 39 
Total data processing machines 10,238 + 31 5,134 + 7 50 
Parts for these machines 5,135 + 46 4,136 - 7 80 
Total machines + parts, of which: 15,373 + 36 9,270 +0.5 60 

EEC countries 6,512 + 37 5,849 + 1 90 

United States 6,995 + 34 697 + 26 10 
11,023 
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BRIEFS 
CII-HB COMPUTERS IN BRAZiL--Negotiations being conducted by CII-HB in Brazil over the 
past several months should soon come to an enc. They involve the manufacture, under 
license and in Brazil, of computers in the DPS / range, with production of the 
DP 57-65 model as a tirst stage. The French firm holds 40 percent of the capital of 
impresa Telematic, the company already set up for that purpose, and its Brazilian 
partner, 60 percent. The agreement in principle was secured one year ago from the 


authorities. The agreements should be signed in the near future. The stakcs are very 


high for CII-HB which is jilready firmly established commercially in Brazil: The 
French firm would indeed acquire a firm hold in the marketing of large systems. 
[Text] [Paris L*USINE NOUVELLE in French 17 Mar 83 p 70] 6857 


SAT CONTRACT WITH ALGERIA--The French corporation SAT (Telecommunications Corporation) 
announced in Paris on Thursday that, following an international conference, it re- 
ceived a four-stage order from Algeria W provid« 910 kilometers of cables. 
Thanks to the new contract with Algeria, SAT will be responsible for an international 
link between Algeria, Tunisia and Libya, exceeding 1,600 kilometers in length. A 
share of the financing of these projects is ensured by the Arab Economic and 
Fund (FADES). The total amount o. this financing exceeds 90 mil- 


large share earmarked for providing SAT cables. [Text] |Paris 


large 
+O’ ial Je ve lopment 


lion fran with a 

LES ECHOS in French 8 Apr 83 p 8) 6857 

THOMSON TE "HONE IN CAMEROON--The communications branch of Thomson recently signed 
a large 80 million franc contract with Cameroon for the construction of the urban 
telephone ible network between Douala and Yaounde. From another quarter, thomson 
completed a telephone link, using optical fibers, for the Institute of Electrical 
Research and the Federal Llectricity Commission in Mexico. [Text] [Paris LES ECHOS 
in French ® Apr 83 p * HBS 


RT-BENIN AGREEMENT--The Benin Posts and Telecommunications Administration recently 
mfirmed signing an 11 million franc contract with TRT pertaining to the renovaticn 
of several hertzian connections involving, in particular, the national section of 


the internati iJ -Cotonou-Lome axis; repairs to the Cotonou-Lakossa-Bohicon 
links and the implementation of the Natitingou-Porga axis for the purpose of extend- 


HOS in French 8 Apr 83 p 8] 


ing the network towar: pper Volta. [Text] [Paris 
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CGE MAJOR STOCKHOLDER IN SESA--CGE [Gas and Electricty Company] is now the major 
stockholder in SESA [Consulting Firm for Automation Systems]--one of the first ten 
French data processing firms and the first among the world suppliers of data trans- 
mission networks--following the repruchase of 5 percent of the latter's capital. 

the nationalized group indicated in Paris that it now holds 52 percent of the shares. 
(GE emphasized that this transaction would not change the ultimate goal of SESA 
Strategy, explaining that it only involved "a simple logical continuation.” CCE 
recalls that it already held a de facto control of SESA with 47 percent of the shares 
and is now considering a merger or a regrouping with GSI, another data processing 
subsidiary, which had a1 billion franc turnover in 1982. SESA stressed that this 
closer relationship with CGE will enable it to strengthen its collaboration with 

that group and benefit from several advantages. SESA specializes in data transmis- 
sion networks having installed half of those in operation in the world. Thirty-five 
percent of its capital is owned by "Cap Gemini Sogeti," the leading French data 
processing company. SESA also participated in the development of the electronic 
directory and the implementation of most metro fare systems abroad. It has 1,200 
employees and a 450 million franc turnover. [ext] [Paris LES ECHOS in French 


12 Apr 83 p 8] 6857 
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NORWAY 


NEW MEDIA LAW EXPECTED IN 1984 WOULD ALTER RADIO, TV 
Helsinki HUFVUDSTADSBLADET in Swedish 1 Apr 83 p 12 
[Article by Rolf Kluge] 


[Text] Oslo--In newspaper offices all over Norway these days, people are lay- 
ing strategies for meeting the new media situation. That situation was created 
by the government overnight, so to speak, and the newspapers are struggling 
frantically to get into an offensive position. Like a sower with a generous 
hand, Minister Lars Roar Langslet of the newly established Ministry of Culture 
has scattered licenses to operate cable TV and local radio facilities all around. 
Religious organizations, various institutions, and specially formed groups have 
received licenses, but not the press! The reason is a desire not to destroy 

the finely tuned competition among newspapers, which is preserved in part by a 
couple of hundred million kroner in government subsidies. 


That in itself is an interesting line of reasoning, since it is the first time 
that press subsidies have been used as an argument for restricting freedom of 
speech for the newspapers. That was doubtless not the ministry's intention, but 
it shows how easily one can wind up on thin ice even in a country where freedom 


of speech is an obvious virtue. 


But the newspapers have not let themselves be stopped. For one thing, they have 
planted their own collaborators in institutions that have been granted a broad- 
cast license, and for another, they have gotten together to form new associa- 
tions that are experimenting with broadcasting. 


Big Experiment 


For the moment, the whole thing is to be regarded as just a big experiment. The 
broadcast licenses that have been issued are only temporary. They are to be 
regarded as exemptions from the media law, which still says that the Norwegian 


Broadcasting Corporation has the sole right to broadcast in Norway. 
The minister of culture developed a slight headache from deciding now man - 
emptions he could grant without undermining the entire law. He has had tc en- 


dure sharp criticism from the opposition for his new media po cy. 
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ua | ity uarantees Needed 


In the meantime, the newspapers are setting up studios for TV and radio broad- 
mists. Journalists are traveling to Japan and the United States to find out 


ind by whom the media are used there. The press organizations are appoint- 

ing committees and task forces. There is a desire to adapt journalistic respon- 
sibility and the ethics that are part of the standards for the press to the new 

media. Guarantees of quality are to be provided. This will simultaneously make 
it legitimate for the press to use the new technology. It is the press--the 


media firms and information firms--which is best qualified to use that technol- 
gy today. The legislators will probably agree with the representatives of the 

Many cable companies are busy with the technical expansion of cable systems in 

ities and huilt-up areas. The Norwegian Telecommunications Administration is 


stablishing certain requirements for the technical standards of such cable sys- 
tems, but apart from that, anyone who wants to can build. So far, those systems 
TT 


have aimed at ensuring good reception of TV broadcasts from abroad, primarily 


from Sweden. 


Oreover, Norway is such an intersected country that community antennas and cable 
transmissions are necessary in many places even to receive Norwegian broadcasts. 
nos 


As a result, antenna masts already exist on hills and ridges i ost parts of 
the yuntry. In the new media situation, however, the driving force is the re- 
ception of satellite broadcasts. The local TV programs move in wherever the 


able system is being expanded. 


Owners May Not Produce Programs 


nder the legislation now being prepared, the owner of a cable system will not 

be able to produce programs. The cable company will be obligated to give broad- 
ist time to program producers. The fact that local newspapers wiil be able to 

reach farther afield with their own broadcasts has therefore already been taken 

into a int. This has not prevented a number of newspapers from already buying 

int ab 1 mpanies and participating in their technical expansion. Those that 
ive have recovered their investment: it is profitable today to build 


able facilities paid for by the subscribers. 


, ' | ’ rive . 1 c- 1 , . 
It remains t be seen whether the cable system's ability to bring it yrroadcasts 


from foreign and distant lands will become the national culture s K that i 
feared. ir whether the fact that the system is also used for broadcasts in the 
il environment more than makes up for the dangerous influences fron itside 
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